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Socialist Labour on the march (above, at the Hillingdon 
Strikers’ second anniversary demonstration: story on page 
12), calling for practical solidarity among trades unionists 
in struggle, pensioners, environmentalists, students and 
everyone under attack from the capitalist system we live 
in. Together we can fight back and win. 


Socialist Labour on the march (above, at the Hillingdon 
Strikers’ second anniversary demonstration: story on page 
12), calling for practical solidarity among trades unionists 
in struggle, pensioners, environmentalists, students and 
everyone under attack from the capitalist system we live 
in. Together we can fight back and win. 


by TERRY DUNN 


S.L.P. NE.C. Member 


LIKE THE 
PRESENT 


HAT kept sparks of hope alive 
among working class people 
- during the long dark years of 


Tory rule? The answer is that many genuine- 
ly believed the Labour Party, when it was at 
last elected, would come to our rescue. Into 
the darkness it would bring light: saving our 
hospitals, our schools, rebuilding our indus- 
tries, helping to create real jobs and giving 
our kids hope for the future. 


Day by day, the ugly truth becomes 
clearer for all to see. New Labour is carry- 
ing on with Tory attacks against health, 
education and welfare services. New 
Labour is committed not only to Tory 
spending limits but to Tory cuts - and it 
has no intention of rebuilding our indus- 
tries and manufacturing. 

We are witnessing first-hand nothing less 
than a conservative government Mark II. 


New Labour has embraced the free market 
policies that created the poverty and misery 
of the past two decades. 

This situation is a challenge that students 
and pensioners, trades unionists, unem- 
ployed and unwaged workers can’t duck; we 
must not only build our own struggles but 
build real solidarity with each other’s strug- 
gles, and there’s no time like the present to 
begin. 


EVER SO QUIETLY, New Labour’s first privatisation was dis- 
closed on the eve of the Commonwealth Summit. The 
Government is to sell off 60 percent of the Commonwealth 
Development Corporation (CDC), whose role for the past 50 
years has been to advise and help develop post-colonial and 
new economies. 


The CDC has more than £1.5 billion currently invested in 404 
projects in over 50 countries. Most of these countries are the 
poorest in the Commonwealth, including those in Africa south 
of the Sahara Desert. Sale of the CDC (which actually has 
belonged to the British people without most of us realising it) 
could raise as much as £500 million - the bulk of which, New 
Labour says, will be used to boost the budget of the 
Department for International Development. 


This move shifts New Labour’s commitment to ‘public/private 
partnerships’ on to the international stage; fear for the fate of 
health, housing, welfare, public transport in Britain is bound to 
be felt - with greater intensity - by our sisters and brothers 
(caught up in draughts, famine and wars) throughout the 
Commonwealth nations and those around them. 


Not that the CDC has ever been run on Socialist lines - far from 
it. Its role has been to oversee rather than ‘enable’ the 
economies it has assisted. The capitalist ethos, wearing either 
its smiling or frowning mask, has always prevailed. Private 
sector development has been fundamental to assistance pro- 
vided throughout the Commonwealth by the CDC. 


Where insurgence towards Socialism by a nation’s people - or 
a nation’s government - has broken through generations of 
oppression, international forces (outside the reach of genuine 
good work done by some Commonwealth bodies) have 
opposed and sought to destroy that insurgence. 


In selling 60 percent of the CDC, New Labour will retain a 
‘golden share’ as well as 40 percent of the CDC’s equity (last 
year it made a profit of £110 million). Apparently, holding on to 
this stake is intended to prevent international development 
agencies from kicking up a fuss about the extent to which the 


EICESTER SLP organised a lively 
| -= in October to mark the 30th 
anniversary of the death of Cuba’s 

Che Guevara. 
‘Che Guevara and the Fight for 
Socialism’ combined entertainment 
with politics, speeches and latino salsa 


music, in celebration of one of the 


world’s enduring revolutionary 
symbols. 
“Thirty years after his death, 


Guevara continues to inspire millions of 
people across the world,” said Socialist 
Labour’s Dave Roberts. 

Guevara was only 39 when he was 
murdered by USA-backed troops in 
Bolivia, far in miles but close in heart and 
soul to the Cuban revolution which owed 
so much to his energy and spirit. 


Midlands events 


OCIALIST LABOUR PARTY 

CSLPs in the Midlands are organis- 
ing a series of educational/political 
events over the next few weeks, examin- 
ing and discussing the mix of practice 
with theory that makes Socialism a 
guiding force for the future. 

Events include: 

@ 12 November: a public meeting on the 
Soviet October Revolution of 1917, 
with SLP NEC members Bob Crow 
and Brian Heron; 

@ 14 November: a fund-raising event for 
the Justice For Mineworkers’ annual 
Christmas appeal for the miners vic- 
timised by the Government because of 
the 1984/85 strike; 

@ 29 November: an educational day 
looking at Marx and Engels’ 

Communist Manifesto and the strug- 

gle for Socialism in Britain, followed 


Che Guevara 


Che literally gave his life to the fight 
against imperialism. “If Che was alive 
today”, pointed out Dave Roberts, “he 
would see that all the deplorable conditions 
that so inflamed his acute sense of social 


Breakthrough 


ONGRATULATIONS to Socialist 
Staffordshire’s 
Tamworth, where (despite establishing 
the Party only three months ago) two 
SLP comrades achieved impressive votes 
in borough council by-elections on 31 
October. 

In . the Castle ‘Ward, the’ SLP’s 
Christine Hudson secured a 7.6 percent 
vote (58), the Liberal 
Democrats for third place (after New 


Labour in 


tying with 


Labour and the Tories) in a 13.6 percent 
voter turnout. 

In Tamworth’s Bolehall Ward, SLP 
candidate Susan Scott beat the Liberal 
Democrats into 4th place, coming third 
(after New Labour and the Tories) with 
52 votes (7.19 percent), in a 13.1 percent 
turnout. 

“Considering that Socialist Labour 


has only been established for three 


justice have been magnified a hundred and 
in some cases a thousand-fold. 

“The gap between rich and poor, 
between the have and have-nots, has 
grown immeasurably; the threat of trade 
wars between rival capitalist blocs threat- 
ens to spill over into global conflicts, 
whilst the instability of the finance 
capital system with its roller-coaster stock 
exchanges can tip whole countries into 
the abyss of poverty and destitution 
overnight. 

“So, to ask the question - are the 
ideas of Che’s revolutionary Socialism 
relevant in today’s world is to answer it. 
The evils of capitalism have never been 
more obvious, and the need for Socialism 
never more urgent.” 

(Havana Youth Festival report, Page 6) 


in Tamworth 


which gives us a springboard from which 
we can build for the future.” 

Chris Hudson adds: “At this moment 
in time people may be voting ‘Labour’ 
because they still believe New Labour 
will deliver the change that was promised. 
But in 12 months, they will wake up to 
the fact New Labour has no intention of 
implementing a programme to tackle 
poverty, unemployment, a minimum 
wage and other issues affecting every- 
body today.” 

The Tamworth results come shortly 
after a candidate purporting to be 
Socialist Labour on England’s South 
Coast came third (only two votes behind — 
second-place Tories), scoring nearly 16 
percent in a City Council by-election. 
These examples of Socialist Labour’s 
potential should spur SLP members 


everywhere to get on with building the 


could raise as much as ~oU0 million - the bulk OT which, New 
Labour says, will be used to boost the budget of the 
Department for International Development. 


This move shifts New Labour’s commitment to ‘public/private 
partnerships’ on to the international stage; fear for the fate of 
health, housing, welfare, public transport in Britain is bound to 
be felt - with greater intensity - by our sisters and brothers 
(caught up in draughts, famine and wars) throughout the 
Commonwealth nations and those around them. 


Not that the CDC has ever been run on Socialist lines - far from 
it. Its role has been to oversee rather than ‘enable’ the 
economies it has assisted. The capitalist ethos, wearing either 
its smiling or frowning mask, has always prevailed. Private 
sector development has been fundamental to assistance pro- 
vided throughout the Commonwealth by the CDC. 


Where insurgence towards Socialism by a nation’s people - or 
a nation’s government - has broken through generations of 
oppression, international forces (outside the reach of genuine 
good work done by some Commonwealth bodies) have 
opposed and sought to destroy that insurgence. 


In selling 60 percent of the CDC, New Labour will retain a 
‘golden share’ as well as 40 percent'of the CDC’s equity (last 
year it made a profit of £110 million). Apparently, holding on to 
this stake is intended to prevent international development 
agencies from kicking up a fuss about the extent to which the 
poverty of (for example) sub-Saharan Africa will be seen as an 
‘investment factor’ for those who buy into, or buy up, the CDC. 


Poverty is indeed a terrific ‘investment factor’. Exploitation - 
from the old imperialists of Spain, Portugal, England, France, 
Holland and Belgium, to the multi-national corporations of 
today - thrives on poverty. Provided it’s submissive poverty. 
Submit to exploitation — or mobilise against it? That’s the chal- 


lenge for all people within and without the Commonwealth 
today. 


Socialist Labour Party 
National Office 


9 Victoria Road, Barnsley 
South Yorkshire $70 2BB 


Answerphone/Fax: 01226-770957 


Guevara was only 39 when he was 
murdered by USA-backed troops in 
Bolivia, far in miles but close in heart and 
soul to the Cuban revolution which owed 
so much to his energy and spirit. 


Midlands events 


OCIALIST LABOUR PARTY 

CSLPs in the Midlands are organis- 
ing a series of educational/political 
events over the next few weeks, examin- 
ing and discussing the mix of practice 
with theory that makes Socialism a 
guiding force for the future. 

Events include: 

@ 12 November: a public meeting on the 
Soviet October Revolution of 1917, 
with SLP NEC members Bob Crow 
and Brian Heron; 

@ 14 November: a fund-raising event for 
the Justice For Mineworkers’ annual 
Christmas appeal for the miners vic- 
timised by the Government because of 
the 1984/85 strike; 

® 29 November: an éducational day 

Marx 

Communist Manifesto and the strug- 


looking at and Engels’ 
gle for Socialism in Britain, followed 
by a social in the evening. 

Further information: contact the 
SLP national office 


OCIALIST LABOUR’S second 

Congress will take place in 
London’s Conway Hall (Red Lion 
Square, WC1) on Saturday/Sunday, 
13/14 December, 1997. Congress busi- 
ness is bound to be lively and will be 
made livelier still on Saturday evening 
with a bar, disco, and entertainment 
featuring top comedian Lee Hurst. 
Constituency Parties must ensure that 
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Preparing for 
Party Congress. 


Che titeraily pave Ms tte to the ment 
against imperialism. “If Che was alive 
today”, pointed out Dave Roberts, “he 
would see that all the deplorable conditions 
that so inflamed his acute sense of social 


Breakthrough 


ONGRATULATIONS to Socialist 
Staffordshire’s 
Tamworth, where (despite establishing 


Labour in 


the Party only three months ago) two 
SLP comrades achieved impressive votes 
in borough council by-elections on 31 
October. 

In the Castle Ward, the SLP’s 
Christine Hudson secured a 7.6 percent 
vote (58), tying with the Liberal 
Democrats for third place (after New 
Labour and the Tories) in a 13.6 percent 
voter turnout. 

In Tamworth’s Bolehall Ward, SLP 
candidate Susan Scott beat the Liberal 
Democrats into 4th place, coming third 
(after New Labour and the Tories) with 
52 votes (7.19 percent), in a 13.1 percent 
turnout. 

“Considering that Socialist Labour 
has only been established for three 
months in Tamworth, these results repre- 
sent a tremendous victory,” says Susan 
Scott. “We have established ourselves as 
the third political force in Tamworth, 


Any queries on Congress should 
be directed to the SLP national office 
in Barnsley. 
ACCOMMODATION/CRECHE 
FACILITIES 

With so many comrades coming to 
London, accommodation is urgently 
needed for the weekend from the night 
of Friday, 12 December. If you have 
room/sleeping space available, could 
tea NERC member 


wan niance write 


Perevant i lOGaY S WOT TS tO UTS Wer Tt, 
The evils of capitalism have never been 
more obvious, and the need for Socialism 
never more urgent.” 

(Havana Youth Festival report, Page 6) 


in Tamworth 


which gives us a springboard from which 
we can build for the future.” 

Chris Hudson adds: “At this moment 
in time people may be voting ‘Labour’ 
because they still believe New Labour 
will deliver the change that was promised. 
But in 12 months, they will wake up to 
the fact New Labour has no intention of 
implementing a programme to tackle 
poverty, unemployment, a minimum 
wage and other issues affecting every- 
body today.” 

The Tamworth results come shortly 
after a candidate purporting to be 
Socialist Labour on England’s South 
Coast came third (only two votes behind 
second-place Tories), scoring nearly 16 
percent in a City Council by-election. 
These examples of Socialist Labour’s 
potential should spur SLP members 
everywhere to get on with building the 
Party’s work on all fronts, in every single 


ward, borough and constituency. 


Bridget Bell 
SLP COUNCILLORS 


COULD all SLP members currently 
serving as metropolitan,local author- 
ity or parish Councillors please 
contact the Party’s national office, to 
provide us with full details including 
your address, telephone number, on 
which local authority you serve, and 
any responsibilities you carry. Your 
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complete picture. 
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‘golden share’ as well as 40 percent’ of the CDC’s equity (last 
year it made a profit of £110 million). Apparently, holding on to 
this stake is intended to prevent international development 
agencies from kicking up a fuss about the extent to which the 
poverty of (for example) sub-Saharan Africa will be seen as an 
‘investment factor’ for those who buy into, or buy up, the CDC. 


Poverty is indeed a terrific ‘investment factor’. Exploitation - 
from the old imperialists of Spain, Portugal, England, France, 
Holland and Belgium, to the multi-national corporations of 
today - thrives on poverty. Provided it’s submissive poverty. 


Submit to exploitation - or mobilise against it? That’s the chal- 
lenge for all people within and without the Commonwealth 
today. 


Socialist Labour Party 
National Office 


9 Victoria Road, Barnsley 
South Yorkshire $70 2BB 


Answerphone/Fax: 01226-770957 


If writing from a Constituency SLP please specify which one 
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an educational day 
Marx and Engels’ 
Communist Manifesto and the strug- 
gle for Socialism in Britain, followed 


by a social in the evening. 


Further information: contact the 
SLP national office 


§2 votes (7.19 percent), in a 13.1 percent 
turnout. 

“Considering that Socialist Labour 
has only been established for three 
months in Tamworth, these results repre- 
sent a tremendous victory,” says Susan 
Scott. 


the third political force in Tamworth, 


“We have established ourselves as 


OCIALIST LABOUR’S second 

Congress will take place in 
London’s Conway Hall (Red Lion 
Square, WC1) on Saturday/Sunday, 
13/14 December, 1997. Congress busi- 
ness is bound to be lively and will be 
made livelier still on Saturday evening 
with a bar, disco, and entertainment 
featuring top comedian Lee Hurst. 
Constituency Parties must ensure that 
the names of their delegates (up to five 
delegates per CSLP) ARE IN THE 
NATIONAL OFFICE BY NO 
LATER THAN 21 NOVEMBER. 

SLP members who wish to attend 
as visitors are of course welcome to 
do so free of charge (for non-SLP 
members, there will be a visitor’s fee 
of £5.00). Admission for delegates 
and visitors will be by delegate’s cre- 
dential or visitor’s ticket, and 
Socialist Labour Party card on the 
day as proof of membership. 

It is essential that we are notified as 
soon as possible of names and address- 
es of delegates and visitors. Cooperation 
on this will be deeply appreciated. 


Preparing for 
Party Congress 


Any queries on Congress should 
be directed to the SLP national office 
in Barnsley. 
ACCOMMODATION/CRECHE 
FACILITIES 

With so many comrades coming to 
London, accommodation is urgently 
needed for the weekend from the night 
of Friday, 12 December. If you have 
room/sleeping space available, could 
you please write to NEC member 
Terry Dunn at 78 Catford Hill,Catford, 
London SE6 4PU with details. 

A creche will be provided; all com- 
rades who need that facility must 
notify Terry in writing as quickly as 
possible, as arrangements must be in 
place BEFORE 13 December. 
BANNERS 

Banners for the hall will be 
welcome, and comrades who would 
like to bring them are, again, asked to 
let Terry know. On stalls: because of 
space, we’ve had to limit stall avail- 
ability to a small number of strug- 
gles/campaigns. If you have a query 
on this, please contact Terry Dunn. 


| INDIVIDUAL SLP 


percent in a City Council by-election, 
These examples of Socialist Labour’s 
potential should spur SLP members 
everywhere to get on with building the 


Party’s work on all fronts, in every single 


ward, borough and constituency. 
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CONSTITUENCY 
SOCIALIST LABOUR 
PARTIES 


Constituency Socialist Labour 
Parties must be based in the 
Parliamentary Constituencies in 
which their members live. In order 
for a CSLP to be recognised by 
the Party, the national office MUST 
be notified of a CSLP’s formation, 
through completion and return of a 
standard form, obtainable from: 
General Secretary, Socialist 
Labour Party c/o 2/4 Hilden Street, 
Leigh, Lancashire WN7 4LG 


MEMBERS 


When writing in to the Party’s 
national office, PLEASE state the 
CSLP to which you belong. 
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for union rights 


LIZ SCREEN and MAGGIE BROWN on the ‘Critchley 31’ 


N THE GWENT VALLEYS, where 
not so long ago the activity of deep- 
mine working buzzed, is a scattered 
area of sanitised industrial estates, isolat- 
ed box units high on the mountainside. 
This is where you will find the 
‘Critchley 31’, sheltering in their ex-BT 
van, or sitting by the brazier thrashing 


out policy. They have been here since 5 
February this year, when they were 
sacked by Critchley Label Technology for 
“gross misconduct’. 

Their crime was to fight for the reten- 
tion of workplace trade union rights. 
When British Telecom sold out to 
Critchley four years ago, staff were 
assured that their rights would not be 
affected. 

The first act of the new employers was 
to ask for voluntary redundancies. Fifty 
employees applied on terms that were the 
same as those under BT, and had the 
approval of the Communication Workers’ 
Union (CWU); 33 applicants took redun- 
dancy; others were refused on the grounds 
that their expertise could not be spared. 
Within 18 months, the new bosses were 
trying to derecognise the CWU, and to 
replace it with a ‘works party’. Critchley 
also introduced an ‘appraisal system’: ten 
workers, alleged to have scored badly, 
were made redundant. These included the 
CWU Branch Secretary and Chairperson, 


a pregnant woman, a woman with many 
years of service (who had earlier been 
turned down for redundancy under terms 
involving a great deal more money), and 
a disabled man with 17 years’ service - he 
was covered by a green card indicating 
that his pay was subsidised by the govern- 
ment, which gave Critchley the excuse to 
calculate his severance pay on just 40 
percent of his wages! 

In this situation, tension began to rise. 
CWU members balloted to take industri- 
al action. From October to December last 
year (1996), an overtime ban was in place. 
This led to intimidation, with manage- 
ment threats of lost orders - a situation 
that arose only because the workforce had 
been depleted by redundancies! 

There was another ballot, and in 
January this year, union officials 
informed management of impending one- 
day strikes. Strong-arm tactics started in 
earnest as workers were summoned in 
groups and then individually for ‘consul- 
tation’, and accused of ‘jeopardising’ the 
company. 

The union called a week-long strike 
which commenced on Monday, 3 
February. The 
received letters telling them they would be 
sacked if they did not return to work. An 


next day all strikers 


emergency branch meeting was called on 
5 February, and at that meeting 31 


workers decided to remain on strike. By 
6.00 p.m. the next day, the 31 had been 
served notice of dismissal. 

But those on the Critchley picket line 
are not pessimistic - particularly the 
women. Their politicisation has given 
them self-confidence and an independence 
which will prevent future exploitation. 

On Saturday, 1 November, a rally was 
held in Cardiff to support the Critchley 
31, and Socialist Labour turned out to 
show our solidarity. 

There were messages of international 
solidarity, all acknowledging Critchley as 
a company to boycott. 

Alongside speeches from MPs Llew 
Smith and Don Touhig, the CWU’s 
Michael Connerty and Philip Bowyer of the 
Communications Workers’ International 
Federation, Sue Hoskins of the Critchley 31 
was forthright about the situation, remind- 
ing New Labour that before the General 
Election the strikers had been asked to not 
‘rock the boat’. “We kept our word” she 
said; now it was New Labour’s turn to come 
through. “We want our jobs back”. 

The strikers would have liked to invite 
Arthur Scargill to speak — but it was 
made clear to the CWU locally that New 
Labour ‘support’ for the rally would be 
withdrawn and a petition backing the 
strikers would not be accepted at the 
Welsh Office if Scargill was there. 


Community fights | fed up with tudge 


PADDY HILL laments the 


HIS YEAR’S TUC Conference in 

Brighton should have been a cele- 

bration of the fact that the Tories 
had at last been removed. It was an 
opportunity to try to establish genuine 
workers’ rights; many of us hoped that 
there would be massive calls for ‘collec- 
tive action’ to regain the ground lost over 
the last 18 years. 

Regaining this ground would only 
serve to put the trade union movement 
on to a level playing field, where justice 
at work could be maintained and devel- 
oped. Unfortunately this was not to be 
as, once again, when the boot is on the 
other foot, the movement stops kicking! 
Instead of being a genuine resistance to 
the scourge of capitalist employers and 
their masters, we are being urged by the 
TUC to become ‘partners’ - and being 
told by New Labour’s Leader to 
abandon activity. At the TUC it was 
sickening to see union delegations sitting 
on their hands instead of putting 
forward the mandates from their own 
union conferences, while deals to avoid 
‘boat-rocking’ were spun up behind 
closed doors. 

My union, the Bakers Food and 
Allied Workers Union, gladly seconded 
the proposed motion from the National 
Union of Mineworkers which called for 
employment rights from day one and 
refusal to co-operate with anti-union 
laws: in fact, the motion was a composite 
formed between the two organisations. 


state of the TUC 


I lost count of how many delegates 
backed our principles, but stalled when it 
came time to pledge support - and opted 
instead for the fudged TUC composite 
which said a great deal but meant little in 
terms of direct action. 

Unless I’m suffering severe historical 
amnesia, I clearly remember being 
involved in the campaigns against all Bills 
and Acts designed to interfere with the 
internal democracy of trade unions. I 
also clearly remember the TUC backing 
those campaigns. | 

In 1997, I cannot understand what 
has changed so much that we now have to 
send out a signal to our members that the 
Tories were correct after all! 

Workers of today must have the 
freedom to support each other in strug- 
gle, and it is no good Tony Blair telling us 
- as he did at the TUC in Brighton - that 
he and he alone has been to the mountain 
and has gazed over the promised land. 

This year’s TUC was an opportunity 
to try to establish ( or re-establish) 
genuine workers’ rights, but it turned out 
to be one of the flattest conferences of all 
time - almost defeatist. 

I would say to all those who attended 
as delegates, who expressed a desire to 
fight for our rights and the repeal of all 
anti-trade union laws - join the only Party 
that intends to continue the campaign, 
the Socialist Labour Party. Let us 
broaden our trade union base and build a 
proper workers’ organisation together. 
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employees applied on terms that were the 
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approval of the Communication Workers’ 
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al action. From October to December last 
year (1996), an overtime ban was in place. 
This led to intimidation, with manage- 
ment threats of lost orders - a situation 
that arose only because the workforce had 
been depleted by redundancies! 

There was another ballot, and in 
January this year, 
informed management of impending one- 
day strikes. Strong-arm tactics started in 


union officials 


earnest as workers were summoned in 
groups and then individually for ‘consul- 
tation’, and accused of ‘jeopardising’ the 
company. 

The union called a week-long strike 
which commenced on Monday, 3 
February. The next day all strikers 
received letters telling them they would be 
sacked if they did not return to work. An 
emergency branch meeting was called on 
5 February, and at that meeting 31 


WHICTE WITT Prevent PULUTEC CAPIOMNALION, 

On Saturday, 1 November, a rally was 
held in Cardiff to support the Critchley 
31, and Socialist Labour turned out to 
show our solidarity. 

There were messages of international 
solidarity, all acknowledging Critchley as 
a company to boycott. 

Alongside speeches from MPs Llew 
Smith and Don Touhig, the CWU’s 
Michael Connerty and Philip Bowyer of the 
Communications Workers’ International 
Federation, Sue Hoskins of the Critchley 31 
was forthright about the situation, remind- 
ing New Labour that before the General 
Election the strikers had been asked to not 
‘rock the boat’. “We kept our word” she 
said; now it was New Labour’s turn to come 
through. “We want our jobs back”. 

The strikers would have liked to invite 
Arthur Scargill to speak — but it was 
made clear to the CWU locally that New 
Labour ‘support’ for the rally would be 
withdrawn and a petition backing the 
strikers would not be accepted at the 
Welsh Office if Scargill was there. 
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on to a level playing field, where justice 
at work could be maintained and devel- 
oped. Unfortunately this was not to be 
as, once again, when the boot is on the 
other foot, the movement stops kicking! 
Instead of being a genuine resistance to 
the scourge of capitalist employers and 
their masters, we are being urged by the 
TUC to become ‘partners’ - and being 
told by New Labour’s Leader to 
abandon activity. At the TUC it was 
sickening to see union delegations sitting 
on their hands instead of putting 
forward the mandates from their own 
union conferences, while deals to avoid 
‘boat-rocking’ were spun up behind 
closed doors. 

My union, the Bakers Food and 
Allied Workers Union, gladly seconded 
the proposed motion from the National 
Union of Mineworkers which called for 
employment rights from day one and 
refusal to co-operate with anti-union 
laws: in fact, the motion was a composite 
formed between the two organisations. 
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also clearly remember the TUC backing 
those campaigns. | 

In 1997, I cannot understand what 
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has changed so much that we now have to 
send out a signal to our members that the 
Tories were correct after all! 

Workers of today must have the 
freedom to support each other in strug- 
gle, and it is no good Tony Blair telling us 
- as he did at the TUC in Brighton - that 
he and he alone has been to the mountain 
and has gazed over the promised land. 

This year’s TUC was an opportunity 
to try to establish ( or re-establish) 
genuine workers’ rights, but it turned out 
to be one of the flattest conferences of all 
time - almost defeatist. 

I would say to all those who attended 
as delegates, who expressed a desire to 
fight for our rights and the repeal of all 
anti-trade union laws - join the only Party 
that intends to continue the campaign, 
the Socialist Labour Party. Let us 
broaden our trade union base and build a 
proper workers’ organisation together. 


S ‘SLEEPING GIANT” an unkind 
description of the Transport and 


On the 
other hand, it seems only too kind when 
applied to the TGWU national leader- 
ship, which last month sought to end the 
fight of the Liverpool Dockers by impos- 


General Workers’ Union? 


ing a settlement-package ballot on them. 
The Dockers rejected the ‘offer’ and voted 
overwhelmingly to continue their battle 
for reinstatement and trade union rights. 

But what happens next? Time after 
time over the last two years it’s been said 
at rallies and marches, on platforms 


Class act gives support 


THE LIVERPOOL 
DOCKERS fight 
on and support 
continues to roll in 
from all quarters. 
The latest 
endorsement from 
the musical con- 
tingent, which 
already boasts 
articte like Rilly 


Chumbawamba 


firmed a benefit 
gig at the Forum, 
near Camden in 
North London. 


All told, the night 
was a great 
success with three 
bands playing to a 
sold-out venue. 


throughout Britain that this is an issue for 
the entire trade union movement. Indeed 
it is. It’s been said this is an issue for trade 
union action. That’s right, too, although 
no one should under-value the tremen- 
dous fund-raising that’s going on every 
day, or the international solidarity that’s 


SLP must 


OCIALIST LABOUR will use 
international links with our sister 
parties to promote the struggle of 
the sacked Liverpool Dockers. 
Merseyside Port Shop Stewards 
Committee Chair Jimmy Nolan was 
recently guest at a meeting of the SLP’s 
International Commission. 


been so brilliantly mobilised by the 
Dockers themselves. 

But something must be done by 
Britain’s trade union movement, and 
that has to start within the TGWU, 
organised by the Dockers’ fellow- 
TGWU members. The imposition of last 


help but 


September) will put pressure on the 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Company. 
“Tremendous international support 
comes from countries where there is 
anti-trade union legislation and where 
workers are under attack by conserva- 
tive governments,” he said. “But the 


problems we are finding are in our own 


month’s ballot was an appalling thing. 
How can their union distance itself 
from the Dockers’ fight? Branches and 
regions of the TGWU can turn things 
around, and the Dockers’ supporters 
everywhere must actively encourage 


them to do so. 


d links 


A Conservative government was 
responsible for the dismissal of 500 
workers whose only crime committed was 
not crossing a picket line. 

“Now we have a Labour Government 
still pursuing that same anti-trade union 
legislation. You can’t distinguish Labour, 
Lib-Dems or the Tories anymore. The 
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S ‘SLEEPING GIANT?’ an unkind 
description of the Transport and 
General Workers’ Union? On the 
other hand, it seems only too kind when 
applied to the TGWU national leader- 
ship, which last month sought to end the 
fight of the Liverpool Dockers by impos- 


ing a settlement-package ballot on them. 
The Dockers rejected the ‘offer’ and voted 
overwhelmingly to continue their battle 
for reinstatement and trade union rights. 

But what happens next? Time after 
time over the last two years it’s been said 
at rallies and marches, on platforms 


Class act gives support 


THE LIVERPOOL 
DOCKERS fight 
on and support 
continues to roll in 
from all quarters. 
The latest 
endorsement from 
the musical con- 
tingent, which 
already boasts 
artists like Billy 
Bragg, Dodgy and Noel Gallagher, are 
the anarchist chart-toppers 
Chumbawamba. 


| Knew that the band had already 
invited the Dockers to speak at their 
last Liverpool show (class politics has 
always been their forte) so | decided 
to invite them down to raise a bit of 
money and awareness in London. 
Making direct contact with any artist 
is never easy; fortunately, a friend of 
mine doing anti-fascist work in the 
band’s home town of Leeds was able 
to provide a phone number, and 
before long Chumbawamba had con- 


Chumbawamba 


firmed a benefit 
gig at the Forum, 
near Camden in 
North London. 


All told, the night 
was a great 
success with three 
bands playing to a 
sold-out venue. 


Cynics who claim that today’s youth 
are politically apathetic should have 
seen the reaction to the Dockers’ 
issue by the 2,000-strong audience! 
Port Steward Andy Dwyer raised the 
roof with his speech, while his fellow- 
strikers sold out of T-shirts on their 
stall. Volunteers collecting for the 
dockers took over £900 - and the 
whole event raised £10,000! 


Many thanks to all those who helped 
out on the night, and to 
Chumbawamba who played a storming 
set that Tony Blair would have hated. 


Guy Smallman 
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throughout Britain that this is an issue for 
the entire trade union movement. Indeed 
it is. It’s been said this is an issue for trade 
union action. That’s right, too, although 
no one should under-value the tremen- 
dous fund-raising that’s going on every 
day, or the international solidarity that’s 


SLP must 


OCIALIST LABOUR will use 
international links with our sister 
parties to promote the struggle of 
the sacked Liverpool Dockers. 
Shop Stewards 
Committee Chair Jimmy Nolan was 


Merseyside Port 


recently guest at a meeting of the SLP’s 
International Commission. 

Commission Chair John Hendy QC 
“What the dockers have done in 
building solidarity and action all over 


said: 


the world is an inspiration to us. This is 
what the SLP must do, at a shopfloor 
level”. 

Jimmy Nolan presented an update 
on the two-year-old dispute. He 
described the announcement by South 
African dockworkers of a boycott of 
ships heading for Liverpool or Medway 
He 
hopes that shipping owners, who lost 


as a “tremendous step forward”. 
millions of dollars on the United 
States’ West Coast alone during the 


international Day of Action (8 


been so brilliantly mobilised by the 
Dockers themselves. 

But something must be done by 
Britain’s trade union movement, and 
that has to start within the TGWU, 
organised by the Dockers’ fellow- 
TGWU members. The imposition of last 


help but 


September) will put pressure on the 
Mersey Docks and Harbour Company. 
“Tremendous international support 
comes from countries where there is 
anti-trade union legislation and where 
workers are under attack by conserva- 
“But the 


problems we are finding are in our own 


tive governments,” he said. 


country with a lack of direct action 
coming from the trade union move- 
ment. We are faced with the impossibil- 
ity of organising mass demonstrations 
and industrial action. 

“The T&G (Transport and General 
Workers’ Union) have not pursued the 
reinstatement of the dockers. They have 
given no physical action in support of 
us.” 

Jimmy Nolan mentioned the big 
Ford and Vauxhall plants on Merseyside: 
“Car parts are being moved through the 
port. All you need is for the big battalions 
to say, ‘this is wrong, we’re going to chal- 
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lenge the state or the multi-nationals’. 


month’s ballot was an appalling thing. 
How can their union distance itself 
from the Dockers’ fight? Branches and 
regions of the TGWU can turn things 
around, and the Dockers’ supporters 
everywhere must actively encourage 


them to do so. 


d links 


A Conservative government was 
responsible for the dismissal of 500 
workers whose only crime committed was 
not crossing a picket line. 

“Now we have a Labour Government 
still pursuing that same anti-trade union 
legislation. You can’t distinguish Labour, 
Lib-Dems or the Tories anymore. The 
ideology of the three have merged into 
one. This is why I joined the SLP.” 

Reclaim the Streets, which includes 
SLP members, staged a rooftop protest at 
the Department of Trade and Industry’s 
London HQ on 30 September in support 
of the dockers. Two dozen people 
stormed the building. While New Labour 
Trade Industry Minister 
McCartney condemned the demonstra- 


and lan 
tors, over 100 people cheered them on 
from the pavement. During New Labour 
Party conference week, Reclaim the 
Streets also staged an occupation of the 
party’s London HQ in Walworth Road. 


Gary Henson 
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Victory opens up new Tronts 


MURDO RITCHIE on Scotland's referendum result 


victorious climax of over a century’s 

struggles by working people for greater 
representation in Scotland. Though little cam- 
paigning took place in the final weeks, this was 
because the issue has been actively decided 
since the early years of the first Thatcher gov- 
ernment. 

Every single local authority area voted for 
the Parliament’s existence; only one voted 
against it having tax-varying powers. The 
largest area, the City of Glasgow, managed a 
vote 83.59 percent in favour. The Referendum 
gave an accurate enough assessment of the 
strength of feeling in favour of fundamental 
constitutional change. Despite attempts to sell 
this policy as having powers ‘little more than a 
parish council’, the New Labour leadership 
made these proposals under the continuous 
pressures of the Scottish Constitutional 
Convention and the various campaigns that 
have kept the issue alive in the popular mind. 

Scotland’s Parliament will have law-making 
powers covering health, education and train- 
ing, economic development, transport, local 
government, law, environment, agriculture, 
fishing and forestries, sport, research and sta- 
tistics. 

It won’t have power over foreign policy, 
defence, constitutional matters or macro-eco- 
nomic policy. However, control over economic 
development - especially European Structural 
Funds - will give it a powerful leverage over 
macro-economic policy, while the pressing need 
for local authority reform will cause conflict 
over what is a constitutional issue. Unclear 
boundaries mean disputes are bound to occur. 

The ability to make laws as well as to set 
aside those from Westminster undermines a 


S COTLAND’S Referendum results are the 


central feature of the unwritten British consti- 
tution - the unfettered power of Westminster. 
The idea that Westminster’s powers can be 
limited by another institution has stopped the 
development of a written constitution, inde- 
pendent local government and clear institu- 
tional and personal rights. Absence of these 
legal rights (unlike in the United States and 
continental Europe) has meant that 
Westminster has abolished bodies such as the 
Greater London Council, re-organised 
Scottish local authorities, and sold off previ- 
ously publically owned industries because they 
have ‘no constitutional right’ to exist. 
Westminster’s rights have been supreme; no 
other body has ever been allowed to challenge 
its laws. But from now on, Westminster must 
be aware that its policies can be thrown out - 
if unwanted or unsuitable - north of the 
border. 

This means alternative political and eco- 
nomic strategies will become possible in 
Britain. Other areas such as Liverpool, the 
North and South West will increasingly ques- 
tion their Imited rights to resist unwanted poli- 
cies. Local authorities may demand that 
Westminster cease interfering in their opera- 
tions and give them greater constitutional inde- 
pendence. 

With 129 members, 56 through the addi- 
tional-member system of proportional repre- 
sentation, the power of political patronage is 
likely to keep it quiet for a while. The main 
political battles will be the fight amongst exist- 
ing MPs for the remaining numerically-reduced 
Westminster constituencies, falling from 72 to 
60. In New Labour’s current state, this is likely 
to unleash some bloody fights.The new 
Parliament will have to re-organise local gov- 


ernment yet again; the unwanted reform has 
left a number of authorities almost bankrupt. 

As well as deciding on the two Parliaments’ 
political boundaries, there will be disputes over 
the budget: a budget of between £20 billion and 
£30 billion (it depends on how it’s counted) 
leaves a lot of room for disagreement. Tax 
varying powers are extremely limited and, so 
far, only confined to some bands of Income 
Tax. These are likely to be disputed also. 

The Parliament itself will elect a Presiding 
Officer and two deputies, who’ll decide if pro- 
posed legislation or amendments are ‘outwith’ 
the Parliament’s powers. The election for these 
posts may take on an even greater significance 
than that for the supposedly senior position, 
the First Minister. 

Throughout the Referendum campaign, the 
Tories made much of the “Yes-Yes’ campaign’s 
ability to bring together New Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats, on the declared belief that 
a Scottish Parliament will strengthen the 
Union, along with the Scottish National 
Party’s aim of ‘ripping it apart’. But there is no 
reason why either of these outcomes is 
inevitable, and it all depends on how far 
Westminster accepts Scotland’s new rights. 

Arguments for greater independence in the 
absence of class-based demands will reveal 
only a thinly-hidden anti-Englishness as well as 
a desperation to please business and landown- 
ers. 

Nationalist credibility can only increase if 


Westminster persistently tramples on 
Scotland’s Claim of Right. 
Undoubtedly, a _ victory for Scottish 


working people after many generations of 
struggle, but a victory that also opens up new 
fronts for others throughout Britain! 


‘History 
lesson’ 
bungled 


by CATHIE MAJID 


EARLIER this autumn, BBC television 
offered us its version of ‘the Nazis’, in a 
series on which my final verdict must be: 
negative. 


Despite an interesting introductory pro- 
gramme, this series failed totally to present 
the facts on origins of Nazi fascism. 


Nor was any attempt made to explain the 
reasons for the fierce class struggles in 
1920s Germany between the budding 
National ‘Socialist’ movement and the KPD 
(Communist Party of Germany) which was 
founded in 1918 in the aftermath of the First 
World War and the Bolshevik Revolution. 


Lenin saw the war of 1914-18 as an impe- 
rialist war on both sides: a war for the divi- 
sion of the world, for colonies, for spheres 
of influence, finance capital, etc. Events 
after 1918 exposed a global system of 
colonial wars, and the financial strangula- 
tion of most of the world’s people. This is 
the system that survived the smashing of 
the Nazi fascists. However, the BBC televi- 
sion series gave viewers not the slightest 
explanation of facts which are of vital to, 
concern to people around the world. 


What is fascism? Hitler came to power on 
30 January 1933 with the blessing of 


gave an accurate enough assessment of the 
strength of feeling in favour of fundamental 
constitutional change. Despite attempts to sell 
this policy as having powers ‘little more than a 
parish council’, the New Labour leadership 
made these proposals under the continuous 
pressures of the Scottish Constitutional 
Convention and the various campaigns that 
have kept the issue alive in the popular mind. 

Scotland’s Parliament will have law-making 
powers covering health, education and train- 
ing, economic development, transport, local 
government, law, environment, agriculture, 
fishing and forestries, sport, research and sta- 
tistics. 

It won’t have power over foreign policy, 
defence, constitutional matters or macro-eco- 
nomic policy. However, control over economic 
development - especially European Structural 
Funds - will give it a powerful leverage over 
macro-economic policy, while the pressing need 
for local authority reform will cause conflict 
over what is a constitutional issue. Unclear 
boundaries mean disputes are bound to occur. 

The ability to make laws as well as to set 
aside those from Westminster undermines a 


have ‘no constitutional right’ to exist. 
Westminster’s rights have been supreme; no 
other body has ever been allowed to challenge 
its laws. But from now on, Westminster must 
be aware that its policies can be thrown out - 
if unwanted or unsuitable - north of the 
border. : 

This means alternative political and eco- 
nomic strategies will become possible in 
Britain. Other areas such as Liverpool, the 
North and South West will increasingly ques- 
tion their Imited rights to resist unwanted poli- 
cies. Local authorities may demand that 
Westminster cease interfering in their opera- 
tions and give them greater constitutional inde- 
pendence. 

With 129 members, 56 through the addi- 
tional-member system of proportional repre- 
sentation, the power of political patronage is 
likely to. keep it quiet for a while. The main 
political battles will be the fight amongst exist- 
ing MPs for the remaining numerically-reduced 
Westminster constituencies, falling from 72 to 
60. In New Labour’s current state, this is likely 
to unleash some bloody fights.The new 
Parliament will have to re-organise local gov- 


the Parliament’s powers. The election for these 
posts may take on an even greater significance 
than that for the supposedly senior position, 
the First Minister. 

Throughout the Referendum campaign, the 
Tories made much of the ‘Yes-Yes’ campaign’s 
ability to bring together New Labour and the 
Liberal Democrats, on the declared belief that 
a Scottish Parliament will strengthen the 
Union, along with the Scottish National 
Party’s aim of ‘ripping it apart’. But there is no 
reason why either of these outcomes is 
inevitable, and it all depends on how far 
Westminster accepts Scotland’s new rights. 

Arguments for greater independence in the 
absence of class-based demands will reveal 
only a thinly-hidden anti-Englishness as well as 
a desperation to please business and landown- 
ers. 

Nationalist credibility can only increase if 


Westminster persistently tramples on 
Scotland’s Claim of Right. 
Undoubtedly, a victory for Scottish 


working people after many generations of 
struggle, but a victory that also opens up new 
fronts for others throughout Britain! 


A case for compassion 
and common sense 


Fox-hunting is about pain and terror, 


AD NEWS that the Government looks 
B: to deny necessary Parliamentary 

time for a Bill to abolish fox-hunting. 
Socialists should be fully aware of all the issues 
involved in this inhumane, barbaric ‘sport’, 
which is enjoyed by a small proportion of the 
population mainly the upper classes. 

There’s a fiction among hunt supporters 
that banning would lead to massive job losses - 
but job losses could be avoided if drag-hunting 
(in which hounds follow an artificial train with 
no harm to the fox) was used as a substitute. 

Another fiction is the need for fox popula- 


perent of lambs are taken by foxes lose more 
lambs (between 10-24 percent) through malnu- 
trition, disease or hypothermia. 

And what does hunting mean for the fox 
itself? Hunt lobbyists maintain that it is killed 
instantly, but nothing could be further from the 
truth. On most hunts, the fox will go to ground, 
hiding in a fox ‘earth’, badger set - or an artifi- 
cial ‘earth’ prepared beforehand by the hunters 
themselves. 

It is at this point that terriers are sent in to 
flush the victim out; if this fails, the fox is dug 
out, and in some cases thrown, alive, to the 


says DARRAN HICKERY 


them to be killed; if past hunting, to be shot 
instead of retired; while terriers used to dig out 
foxes that have gone to earth often sustain hor- 
rific injuries themselves. All are victims. 
Foxhounds are not killers by instinct and 
must be ‘trained’ for up to three months, by 
hunting fox cubs. This is a secretive activity 
that defenders of ‘the hunt’ would rather not 
discuss; it takes place before the season 
starts, when cubs are only a few months old 
and known to be living with their families. 
While for the babies this will be the first 
experience of danger, for each mother, the 


Despite an interesting introductory pro- 
gramme, this series failed totally to present 
the facts on origins of Nazi fascism. 


Nor was any attempt made to explain the 
reasons for the fierce class struggles in 
1920s Germany between the budding 
National ‘Socialist? movement and the KPD 
(Communist Party of Germany) which was 
founded in 1918 in the aftermath of the First 
World War and the Bolshevik Revolution. 


Lenin saw the war of 1914-18 as an impe- 
rialist war on both sides: a war for the divi- 
sion of the world, for colonies, for spheres 
of influence, finance capital, etc. Events 
after 1918 exposed a global system of 
colonial wars, and the financial strangula- 
tion of most of the world’s people. This is 
the system that survived the smashing of 
the Nazi fascists. However, the BBC televi- 
sion series gave viewers not the slightest 
explanation of facts which are of vital to, 
concern to people around the world. 


What is fascism? Hitler came to power on 
30 January 1933 with the blessing of 
German finance and industrial capital, still 
shaken by the 1929 crash on Wall Street; 
and with the approval of pro-fascist 
regimes throughout the world, including 
those in British and French ruling circles.. 


On the other hand, a December 1933 state- 
ment by the Socialist Comintern Executive 
Committee described fascism in power as 
‘the open terrorist dictatorship of the most 
reactionary, most chauvinistic and most 
imperialist elements of finance capital’. 


In a report to the Communist International 
Congress in 1935, Georgi Dimitrov 
described German fascism as political 
gangsterism, mediaeval barbarity and bes- 
tiality, and unbridled aggression in relation 
to other nations. No one who knows any- 
thing of the Nazis’ barbarous treatment of 
communists, Jews and Gypsies throughout 
Europe and the Ukraine could disagree 
with this assessment. 


“— a Lia ant, 


The ability to make laws as well as to set to unleash some bloody fights.The new _ struggle, but a victory that also opens up new 
aside those from Westminster undermines a_ Parliament will have to re-organise local gov- _ fronts for others throughout Britain! 


A case for compassion 
and common sense 


Fox-hunting is about pain and terror, 


AD NEWS that the Government looks 
B: to deny necessary Parliamentary 

time for a Bill to abolish fox-hunting. 
Socialists should be fully aware of all the issues 
involved in this inhumane, barbaric ‘sport’, 
which is enjoyed by a small proportion of the 
population mainly the upper classes. 

There’s a fiction among hunt supporters 
that banning would lead to massive job losses - 
but job losses could be avoided if drag-hunting 
(in which hounds follow an artificial train with 
no harm to the fox) was used as a substitute. 

Another fiction is the need for fox popula- 
tion-control; only three percent of the fox pop- 
ulation is killed by fox-hunting! What 
determines control is actually the availability of 
food on an all-round basis. 

Another popular myth is that foxes are sig- 
nificant predators of farm livestock. The truth 
is that foxes are highly adaptable animals (illus- 
trated by the healthy fox population in many 
towns and cities), feeding mostly on earth- 
worms, rabbits, rodents and carrion. In the 
countryside, only a small proportion of lambs 
are taken by foxes: post-mortem evidence sug- 
gests that many of those lambs were either 
dead beforehand or weak and doomed in any 
case. Even sheep farmers who claim that 0.5 
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perent of lambs are taken by foxes lose more 
lambs (between 10-24 percent) through malnu- 
trition, disease or hypothermia. 

And what does hunting mean for the fox 
itself? Hunt lobbyists maintain that it is killed 
instantly, but nothing could be further from the 
truth. On most hunts, the fox will go to ground, 
hiding in a fox ‘earth’, badger set - or an artifi- 
cial ‘earth’ prepared beforehand by the hunters 
themselves. 

It is at this point that terriers are sent in to 
flush the victim out; if this fails, the fox is dug 
out, and in some cases thrown, alive, to the 
baying hounds to be ripped apart in an orgy of 
frenzied mutilation. This in itself is in contra- 
vention of the Master of the Foxhounds’ 
Association Rules. 

If the fox does manage to bolt away prior to 
being dug out, the hunt continues. Foxhounds 
are bred to run more slowly than the fox, in 
order to sustain a lengthy chase for their 
masters, but eventually their stamina enables 
them to catch up with their prey - killing them 
not instantly but by a series of bites and tears 
that mean a slow, lingering death for the fox. 

Hunts have little respect for their own 
animals, either. It is not uncommon for hounds 
that don’t conform to behaviour expected of 
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them to be killed; if past hunting, to be shot 
instead of retired; while terriers used to dig out 
foxes that have gone to earth often sustain hor- 
rific injuries themselves. All are victims. 

Foxhounds are not killers by instinct and 
must be ‘trained’ for up to three months, by 
hunting fox cubs. This is a secretive activity 
that defenders of ‘the hunt’ would rather not 
discuss; it takes place before the season 
starts, when cubs are only a few months old 
and known to be living with their families. 
While for the babies this will be the first 
experience of danger, for each mother, the 
vixen, it must mean panic for the life of her 
offspring and herself. Too often her efforts at 
protection are in vain, and she will witness 
the destruction of her own flesh and blood as 
the cubs prove easy prey to hunters in vehi- 
cles and on foot. 

The Bill which New Labour wants to put on 
‘hold’ also seeks to outlaw hare coursing, deer 
and stag-hunting and mink-hunting. If the 
Government does not allow’ enough 
Parliamentary time to steer this through, 
Socialist Labour must be involved in exposing 
New Labour’s lack of compassion and ecolog- 
ical common sense, and step up the campaign 
for a fox-hunting ban. 
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concern to people around the world. =~ 
What is fascism? Hitler came to power on 
30 January 1933 with the blessing of 
German finance and industrial capital, still 
shaken by the 1929 crash on Wall Street; 
and with the approval of pro-fascist 
regimes throughout the world, including 
those in British and French ruling circles. 


On the other hand, a December 1933 state- 
ment by the Socialist Comintern Executive 
Committee described fascism in power as 
‘the open terrorist dictatorship of the most 
reactionary, most chauvinistic and most 
imperialist elements of finance capital’. 


In a report to the Communist International 
Congress in 1935, Georgi Dimitrov 
described German fascism as political 
gangsterism, mediaeval barbarity and bes- 
tiality, and unbridled aggression in relation 
to other nations. No one who knows any- 
thing of the Nazis’ barbarous treatment of 
communists, Jews and Gypsies throughout 
Europe and the Ukraine could disagree 
with this assessment. 


Dimitrov, who was a key target of the Hitler 
regime, correctly described German 
fascism as the spearhead of international 
counter-revolution: the initiator of a cam- 
paign against the Soviet Union. 


Those who lived through the Second World 
War know that without the heroic resis- 
tance of the Soviet Red Army, the future for 
mankind would have been bleak indeed. 
The BBC should present the facts of 
history which are available in its archives; it 
needs only the courage and honesty to use 
them. 
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Defend and extend |SLP women 
launch Tribunal 


abortion rights 


by BARBARA DUKE 


CTOBER, 1997 

marked 30 years since 

the 1967 Abortion 
Act, which for the first time 
allowed women in_ Britain 
access to a legal abortion - yet 
in that time there has been no 
extension of those partial 
abortion rights. 

A woman seeking an abor- 
tion must still have the consent of 
two doctors who will say that her 
physical or mental health is in 
danger if she continues the pregnancy. 
The Act does not apply in Northern 
Ireland, where a few courageous doctors 
challenge extremely ambiguous legisla- 
tion. Women in some areas of the 
country increasingly cannot get abortions 
on the National Health Service because 
of insufficient NHS resources. 

Despite its limitations, the 1967 Act 
was an important gain, the result of 
hard struggle over many years. On 29 
October, to celebrate 30 years of access 
to abortion, despite repeated attacks, 


Round 
the Parties 


with JOHN HAYBALL 


OR millions of British people 
who suffered throughout 18 long 
years of Conservative government, it’s 


and to agitate for an extension of the 
laws, a demonstration of several 
hundred women and men marched 
from the University of London Union 
in central London. 

Socialist Labour members participated, 
distributing a leaflet which highlighted our 
clear policy in the General Election of free 
abortion on demand - in contrast to the 
major parties who hide behind calls for a 
‘free vote on conscience’. 

Women who have campaigned for 
abortion rights since before the 1967 


Act spoke after the demon- 
stration at a rally in Conway 
Hall. They told the history of 
the movement, and argued 
that we must continue the 
struggle against attacks on our 
existing rights and for abor- 
tion based on the woman’s 
right to choose, not the opin- 
ions of doctors. They high- 
lighted the need to link this 
fight with other issues such as 
the availability of contracep- 
tion and quality childcare. 

In Socialist Labour, we also say 
that the struggle for women’s rights 
must be linked to our aim of a Socialist 
society. Capitalism, whatever partial 
reforms it may grant when under pres- 
sure, can never provide: full equal 
rights. We must increase that pressure 
and demand those rights as part of the 
fight towards Socialism - the only 
system that can ensure that women, 
and men, have real control over their 
own bodies and lives. 


RE YOU TIRED of being 
told that there is no need, 
any more, for a Women’s 


Movement? Does Harriet Harman’s 
‘glass ceiling’ feel like a ton weight 
from where you are standing? If so, 
then Socialist Labour’s 
Tribunal would like to hear from you! 

Socialist Labour’s Women’s Section 
has decided to launch this Tribunal 
because we are fed up with the lie that 
although we are not quite equal yet, life 
is just getting better and better for 
women in Britain. Women in Socialist 
Labour do not share that experience; 
we think life is getting decidedly worse 
for the majority of women. Yet, when 
we look around, there is nobody and 
no organisation that will hear women 
speak out about their real experiences. 

The Tribunal will be an organisa- 
tion of women that will take evidence 
from women, in writing and verbally 
at hearings across the length and 
breadth of Britain. It will build up a 


Women’s 


Pensioners raise angry voices 


HE capitalist press may have been 

silent in not reporting the event, but 
the battle-cry of thousands of angry pen- 
sioners’ voices could be heard in central 
London on Saturday, 20 September. 

The Pensions’ Day march and rally, 
organised by the National Pensioners 


expected much from the New Labour 
Government whose ministers propose 
the ‘option’ of private pension schemes! 
They’ll expect even less with the 
Government’s latest about-face decision 
NOT to alter cold weather payments to 
take account of the ‘wind-chill’ factor. 


NL EE eee oy at a! 


sions with average wage increase or 
the Retail Price’ Index (RPI), 
whichever is higher. In response to 
politicians who protest that to do so 
would cost £3.5 billion, the SLP 
points out that this amount could be 
easily met from the £4 billion Britain 


aa a ae a ae ee ee ee) ek 


CAROLYN SIKORSKI explains why 


true picture of women’s status, health, 
cares and resources in Britain 2000. 

To successfully launch this idea, 
Socialist Labour’s Women’s Section 
will need help from women all over 
the country. We need those who have 
fought; we need black women, young 
women, single parents, lesbian 
women, older women, disabled 
women, trades unionists. 

We need you to contact us: give us 
your support and let us know how we 
can take your evidence and how our 
Tribunal might serve your needs. We 
also need your help to organise Tribunal 
meetings near you. We will be starting 
next summer, and plan to sum up all the 
evidence we collect at a national session 
in the summer/autumn of 1999. 

Socialist Labour’s Women’s 
Section is committed to launching this 
project; contact us through the SLP 
national office in Barnsley (mark 
envelopes: Women’s Tribunal) if you’d 
like to be involved in any way. 


Greetings to all those 
attending the CND National 
Conference, 22-23 
November, 1997 
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PEACE COUNCIL / 


LEAR 
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Still working for Peace 
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extension of those partial 
abortion rights. 

A woman seeking an abor- 
tion must still have the consent of 
two doctors who will say that her 
physical or mental health is in 
danger if she continues the pregnancy. 
The Act does not apply in Northern 
Ireland, where a few courageous doctors 
challenge extremely ambiguous legisla- 
tion. Women in some areas of the 
country increasingly cannot get abortions 
on the National Health Service because 
of insufficient NHS resources. 

Despite its limitations, the 1967 Act 
was an important gain, the result of 
hard struggle over many years. On 29 
October, to celebrate 30 years of access 


to abortion, despite repeated attacks, 


Round 
the Parties 


with JOHN HAYBALL 


OR millions of British people 

who suffered throughout 18 long 
years of Conservative government, it’s 
nice to see the Tories emerge decidedly 
the worse for wear at the end of this 
year’s party conference season. 

New Tory leader William 
Hague’s whole approach merely apes 
Tony Blair and New Labour both in 
style and content, while he tries to 
contend. with the likes of Michael 

— Portillo, hovering on the fringe, and 
Lord Norman Tebbitt raising the 
spectre of racial division and fears of 
a new bridgehead for fascism. 

As for New Labour, media por- 
trayal of its glittering week at 
Brighton differs radically from the 
picture ‘on the ground’. New Labour 
is being torn by various internal rows, 
and those of the Left who remain 
within it are struggling with 
Government betrayals not just of 
Socialist principle but of fairly recent 


and to agitate for an extension of the 
laws, a demonstration of several 
hundred women and men marched 
from the University of London Union 
in central London. 

Socialist Labour members participated, 
distributing a leaflet which highlighted our 
clear policy in the General Election of free 
abortion on demand - in contrast to the 
major parties who hide behind calls for a 
‘free vote on conscience’. 

Women who have campaigned for 
abortion rights since before the 1967 


tion based on the womans 

right to choose, not the opin- 
| ions of doctors. They high- 
lighted the need to link this 
fight with other issues such as 
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A real choice for women? Definitely not yet. |... , vailability .of contracep- 


tion and quality childcare. 

In Socialist Labour, we also say 
that the struggle for women’s rights 
must be linked to our aim of a Socialist 
society. Capitalism, whatever partial 
reforms it may grant when under pres- 
sure, can never provide: full equal 
rights. We must increase that pressure 
and demand those rights as part of the 
fight towards Socialism - the only 
system that can ensure that women, 
and men, have real control over their 
own bodies and lives. 


‘Tribunal would like to hear trom you: 

Socialist Labour’s Women’s Section 
has decided to launch this Tribunal 
because we are fed up with the lie that 
although we are not quite equal yet, life 
is just getting better and better for 
women in Britain. Women in Socialist 
Labour do not share that experience; 
we think life is getting decidedly worse 
for the majority of women. Yet, when 
we look around, there is nobody and 
no organisation that will hear women 
speak out about their real experiences. 

The Tribunal will be an organisa- 
tion of women that will take evidence 
from women, in writing and verbally 
at hearings across the length and 
breadth of Britain. It will build up a 


Pensioners raise angry voices 


HE capitalist press may have been 
silent in not reporting the event, but 
the battle-cry of thousands of angry pen- 
sioners’ voices could be heard in central 
London on Saturday, 20 September. 
The Pensions’ Day march and rally, 
organised by the National Pensioners 
Convention, marked the anniversary of 
24 September, 1908 - when the first old- 
age pensioners registered for Britain’s 
very first state pension. 
Britain’s pensioners are among the 
poorest in Europe, but few on the rally 


expected much from the New Labour 
Government whose ministers propose 
the ‘option’ of private pension schemes! 
They'll expect even less with the 
Government’s latest about-face decision 
NOT to alter cold weather payments to 
take account of the ‘wind-chill’ factor. 
As the SLP points out, with all the 
wealth there is in Britain, it is appalling that 
so many people grow old in poverty, unable 
to buy sufficient food or heat their homes. 
Socialist Labour is committed to 
restoring the index-linking of pen- 


sions with average wage increase or 
the Retail Price Index (RPI), 
whichever is higher. In response to 
politicians who protest that to do so 
would cost £3.5 billion, the SLP 
points out that this amount could be 
easily met from the £4 billion Britain 
would save if it came out of the 
European Union! 


Gary Henson 
and Nell Myers 


Determined 
mood at 
Southall 
celebration 


by STEVE COWAN 


women, SIMPL parents, 
older women, 


women, trades unionists. 


ICsVidil 
women, disabled 

We need you to contact us: give us 
your support and let us know how we 
can take your evidence and how our 
Tribunal might serve your needs. We 
also need your help to organise Tribunal 
meetings near you. We will be starting 
next summer, and plan to sum up all the 
evidence we collect at a national session 
in the summer/autumn of 1999. 

Socialist Labour’s Women’s 
Section is committed to launching this 
project; contact us through the SLP 
national office in Barnsley (mark 
envelopes: Women’s Tribunal) if you’d 
like to be involved in any way. 


Greetings to all those 
attending the CND National 
Conference, 22-23 
November, 1997 


KINGSTON 
PEACE COUNCIL / 
CAMPAIGN FOR 


NI NUCLEAR 


Still working for Peace 
and Unilateral Nuclear 
Disarmament 


(0181-399 2547) 


SOCIALIST LABOUR 
XMAS CARDS 


Humourous designs by SLP 
member and TV personality 
Wilfred Makepeace Lunn 
(Vision On, Take Hart, etc.) 
pack of ten cards only £6.25 
(Postage & Packing included) 
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OR millions of British people 

who suffered throughout 18 long 
years of Conservative government, it’s 
nice to see the Tories emerge decidedly 
the worse for wear at the end of this 
year’s party conference season. 
"New Tory leader William 
Hague’s whole approach merely apes 
Tony Blair and New Labour both in 
style and content, while he tries to 
contend. with the likes of Michael 
- Portillo, hovering on the fringe, and 
Lord Norman Tebbitt raising the 
spectre of racial division and fears of 
a new bridgehead for fascism. 

As for New Labour, media por- 
trayal of its glittering week at 
Brighton differs radically from the 
picture ‘on the ground’. New Labour 
is being torn by various internal rows, 
and those of the Left who remain 
within it are struggling with 
Government betrayals not just of 
Socialist principle but of fairly recent 
commitments. As for the Liberal- 
Democrats: Paddy Ashdown has now 
entered into quasi-coalition with 
Tony Blair by acceptance of seats on 
the Constitutional Cabinet 
Committee. This did not please 
section of ‘Old Liberalism’ in areas 
such as the North of England, where 
Labour has long been detested - on 
the other hand it was music to the 
ears of ex-SDPers like Lord Roy 
Jenkins and Shirley Williams who 
openly adore Blair. Time now for the 
SLP to proclaim the start of a new 
age in which the old bourgeois parties 
are all -albeit gradually - breaking up. 
This break-up could gather pace 
more quickly than we expect. 


sioners voices could be heard in central 
London on Saturday, 20 September. 

The Pensions’ Day march and rally, 
organised by the National Pensioners 
Convention, marked the anniversary of 
24 September, 1908 - when the first old- 
age pensioners registered for Britain’s 
very first state pension. 

Britain’s pensioners are among the 
poorest in Europe, but few on the rally 


N SATURDAY, 25 October, 
O« people packed the 

Dominion Centre in London’s 
Southall to celebrate the 80th 
Anniversary of the — Russian 
Revolution. There was a mood of 
determination as the audience listened 
to speeches from representatives of the 
Liverpool Dockers (in the person of 
the SLP’s Jimmy Nolan) and the 
Hillingdon Hospital strikers. 

Among the other speakers on the 
platform was Harpal Brar, Socialist 
Labour’s General Election candidate for 
Ealing Southall, who delivered a charac- 
teristically blistering attack upon the 
corruption of modern imperialism. 
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They'll expect even less with the 
Government’s latest about-face decision 
NOT to alter cold weather payments to 
take account of the ‘wind-chill’ factor. 
As the SLP points out, with all the 
wealth there is in Britain, it is appalling that 
so many people grow old in poverty, unable 
to buy sufficient food or heat their homes. 
Socialist Labour is committed to 
restoring the index-linking of pen- 


Harpal’s passion for Socialism mixed 
with moments of hilarious wit brought 
repeated rounds of applause. He focused 
on the enduring achievements of the 
Russian Revolution and the need not to 
succumb to the pessimistic view that 
recent events in Russia are irreversible. 

Victor Anpilov of the Russian 
Workers’ Party had been expected at 
the celebration - but British immigra- 
tion authorities refused him a visa. “If 
they are so sure that Communism is a 
spent force, why then do they prevent 
comrades such as Anpilov from 
speaking?” Harpal Brar asked. 

SLP General Secretary Arthur 
Scargill dealt with the need to look 


politicians who protest that to do so 
would cost £3.5 billion, the SLP 
points out that this amount could be 
easily met from the £4 billion Britain 
would save if it came out of the 
European Union! 


Gary Henson 
and Nell Myers 


Determined 
mood at 
Southall 
celebration 


by STEVE COWAN 


forward and to fight back against 
oppression; he contrasted the brute 
force of the British state against the 
perceived ‘threat’ posed by Hillingdon 
strike leader Malkiat Bilku. To rounds 
of applause he posed the question: “Is 
Malkiat so terrifying that she has to be 
prevented from entering her workplace 
to attend a meeting of her own Union 
Branch?” 

The meeting ended with a rendition 
of the Internationale, and in tradition- 
al Southall style, everyone was feasted 
afterwards with delicious Indian food. 
We can only hope that there will be 
another stirring celebration for the 81st 
Anniversary of October, 1917! 
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SPECIAL 
CHRISTMAS OFFER 


A Century of Struggle’, the 
pictorial history of the 


National Union of 
Mineworkers written by 
ARTHUR SCARGILL 


Special price to Socialist News 
readers £4.00 (including p. & p.) 
send a cheque or postal order 
(payable to) the National Union of 
Mineworkers 

at: Miners’ Offices, 2 
Huddersfield Road, Barnsley, 
SOUTH YORKSHIRE S70 2LS 


Socialist Labour 
confronts education 
hypocrisy 


Education David Blunkett 

came to Barnsley’s Northern 
College in September to open a new 
resource centre. Northern College, 
as many trade unionists and 
Socialist activists know, has strong 
links with the Labour movement; it 
was originally set up as an adult 
education centre in 1979 to give 
working class students the chance 
of a more fulfilled education. 

But, at a time of widespread cuts 
and the introduction of university 
tuition charges, the SLP in Yorkshire 
saw the College’s invitation to 
Blunkett as blatant hypocrisy. In 
Doncaster a local report has pointed 
at the decaying state of our schools, 
and in Barnsley itself special needs 
education funding in local schools 
has been cut. 

So Socialist Labour’s con- 
stituency parties in Barnsley and 
Doncaster determined that the 
occasion of Blunkett’s visit - and 
these local issues - should not go 
unnoticed. We mounted a demon- 
stration at the gates of Northern 
College. After David Blunkett’s car 
passed through, he emerged to the 
sound of our comrades shouting 
for him to come answer some ques- 


S ECRETARY OF STATE for 


Challenging New Labour and education cuts in South Yorkshire: 


SLP members Nigel Ball, Mel Hepworth, Anne Scargill and 


Elaine Evans 


tions. Had he taken up our invita- 
tion, we would have asked directly 
about everything from leaking 
classrooms through to special 
needs, education funding and the 
grant system in higher education. 

For three hours we handed out 
leaflets to those (including the 
political and educational ‘elite’) 
attending the event. 

While many guests shared our 
view that education should be free 
and available to all, David 


(photo: Ken Thornton) 


Blunkett himself refused to 
address the questions we posed, 
and, at one point, a Socialist 
Labour member who had an offi- 
cial invitation was denied access. 
Which must beg the queston: is 
New Labour scared to debate this 
vital issue with us - or was it 
because the comrade in question 
was not wearing a suit? 
(Answer: both!). 

Nigel Ball 
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Cuba welcomes 


world’s youth 


CARLOS RULE on a Socialist 


challenge to the 


HE WORLD YOUTH 
Tesi movement arose in 

the aftermath of the Second 
World War. It was the initiative of 
young people in Socialist countries, 
who wanted to unite the youth of 
the world in opposing imperialist 
domination and promoting peace. 

The first Festival was held in 
Prague in 1947, and every four 
years thereafter in countries such 
as the USSR, Bulgaria, Romania 
and North Korea. Attended by 
youth - students and workers - 
from around the globe, the passage 
of many was assisted by the Soviet 
Union which (even in the period 
when its revisionist leaders were 
dismantling Socialism) provided 
considerable financial assistance to 
the host nations and to the interna- 
tional participants. 

This year’s Festival, held in 
Havana, was the first since the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union; the fact 
that it not only took place but was 
a success despite Cuba’s economic 
difficulties, international block- 
ades, CIA plots and growing impe- 
rialist aggression, is a great tribute 
to Cuba and to the Union de 
Jovenes Communistas (Union of 
Young Communists) which organ- 
ised the Festival. 

The principles of anti-imperial- 
ism, peace and friendship are as 


‘new world order’ 


countries, with evidence of various 
states’ contravention of interna- 
tional law. 

For example, there are 16 radio 
stations in the United States 
broadcasting counter-revolution- 
ary (in many cases, terrorism-incit- 
ing) propaganda to Cuba - most of 
them sponsored by the state. Philip 
Agee, ex-CIA agent, spoke to us 
about the CIA’s role in killing Che 
Guevara, among other outrages. 

‘It is certainly true that the 
Cuban people have had to endure 
much hardship since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the People’s 
Democracies of Eastern Europe; 
with the downfall of most of the 
countries they used to trade with 
and the continued US blockade, 
Cuba has been forced to temporar- 
ily introduce some small-scale 
market production and a lot of 
tourism in order to strengthen its 
economy. This of course has had 
some negative side-effects: markets 
open the way for emergence of a 
new bourgeoisie, tourism brings 
prostitution and a_ two-tier 
economy, whereby anybody 
working with tourists receives 
money in US dollars, and every- 
body else receives the much weaker 
Cuban peso. The result of this is 
that a taxi driver who carries 
tourists, say, will earn several times 


College in September to open a new 
resource centre. Northern College, 
as many trade unionists and 
Socialist activists know, has strong 
links with the Labour movement; it 
was originally set up as an adult 
education centre in 1979 to give 
working class students the chance 
of a more fulfilled education. 

But, at a time of widespread cuts 
and the introduction of university 
tuition charges, the SLP in Yorkshire 
saw the College’s invitation to 
Blunkett as blatant hypocrisy. In 
Doncaster a local report has pointed 
at the decaying state of our schools, 
and in Barnsley itself special needs 
education funding in local schools 
has been cut. 

So Socialist Labour’s con- 
stituency parties in Barnsley and 
Doncaster determined that the 
occasion of Blunkett’s visit - and 
these local issues - should not go 
unnoticed. We mounted a demon- 
stration at the gates of Northern 
College. After David Blunkett’s car 
passed through, he emerged to the 
sound of our comrades shouting 
for him to come answer some ques- 
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tions. Had he taken up our invita- 
tion, we would have asked directly 
about everything from leaking 
classrooms through to special 
needs, education funding and the 
grant system in higher education. 

For three hours we handed out 
leaflets to those (including the 
political and educational ‘elite’) 
attending the event. 

While many guests shared our 
view that education should be free 
and available to all, David 
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Blunkett himself refused to 
address the questions we posed, 
and, at one point, a Socialist 
Labour member who had an offi- 
cial invitation was denied access. 
Which must beg the queston: is 
New Labour scared to debate this 
vital issue with us - or was it 
because the comrade in question 
was not wearing a suit? 
(Answer: both!). 


Nigel Ball 
and Ken Thornton 


More than meets the eye 


ROYSTON BULL takes issue with ‘political correctness’ 


IT IS CRUCIALLY IMPORTANT for 
workers to educate themselves 
out of the backwardness of 
sexism, racism and homophobia. 


But it is a mistake to suggest 
that ‘politically correct’ language 
reflects only a triumph for class 
struggle against rightwing oppo- 
sition; it reflects other things 
which Socialists should take into 
account. 


sitive treatment towards the dis- 
advantaged and towards minori- 
ties? Not likely. It needed 
diversions with which to under- 
mine working class resistance to 
a growing offensive - which has 
succeeded in lulling the labour 
and trade union movement into 
one of the most reactionary 
traps in history. 


It is no accident that, today, 


and-rule plans - and a firm 
stand against ‘incorrect’ atti- 
tudes and prejudices will clearly 
have helped in this. But under- 
standing the class nature of 
reformist treachery will have 
helped a million times more. 


By all means, keep up the fight 
for the very highest standards of 
political education - but beware 
the bigotry of self-righteousness. 


the world in opposing imperialist 
domination and promoting peace. 

The first Festival was held in 
Prague in 1947, and every four 
years thereafter in countries such 
as the USSR, Bulgaria, Romania 
and North Korea. Attended by 
youth - students and workers - 
from around the globe, the passage 
of many was assisted by the Soviet 
Union which (even in the period 
when its revisionist leaders were 
dismantling Socialism) provided 
considerable financial assistance to 
the host nations and to the interna- 
tional participants. 

This year’s Festival, held in 
Havana, was the first since the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union; the fact 
that it not only took place but was 
a success despite Cuba’s economic 
difficulties, international block- 
ades, CIA plots and growing impe- 
rialist aggression, is a great tribute 
to Cuba and to the Union de 
Jovenes Communistas (Union of 
Young Communists) which organ- 
ised the Festival. 

The principles of anti-imperial- 
ism, peace and friendship are as 
meaningful today as they were 50 
years ago; these principles are espe- 
cially important in a ‘new world 
order’ for whose leaders peace and 
friendship are not a prime concern. 

The Havana Festival was 
attended by approximately 12,000 
people, around 100 of them 
(including myself) from Britain. 
There was a 1,000-strong delega- 
tion from the United States which 
had travelled through either 
Mexico or Canada because of their 
government’s refusal to give them 
visas - and had come in spite of 
threats of legal action against 
them. 

South Korea’s delegation had 
also been threatened with severe 
punishment by their country’s 
fascistic US-supervised regime. 


ary (in many cases, terrorism-incit- 
ing) propaganda to Cuba - most of 
them sponsored by the state. Philip 
Agee, ex-CIA agent, spoke to us 
about the CIA’s role in killing Che 
Guevara, among other outrages. 

‘It is certainly true that the 
Cuban people have had to endure 
much hardship since the collapse of 
the Soviet Union and the People’s 
Democracies: of Eastern Europe; 
with the downfall of most of the 
countries they used to trade with 
and the continued US blockade, 
Cuba has been forced to temporar- 
ily introduce some small-scale 
market production and a lot of 
tourism in order to strengthen its 
economy. This of course has had 
some negative side-effects: markets 
open the way for emergence of a 
new bourgeoisie, tourism brings 
prostitution and a_ two-tier 
economy, whereby anybody 
working with tourists receives 
money in US dollars, and every- 
body else receives the much weaker 
Cuban peso. The result of this is 
that a taxi driver who carries 
tourists, say, will earn several times 
more than a doctor. This state of 
affairs does give rise to great 
inequalities. 

However, this ‘special period’ is 
not considered a permanent 
fixture, and is seen as part of 
getting the economy back on its 
feet. What was clear to us was that 
with a solid Socialist economic 
programme for the future, the stan- 
dard of living of Cuba’s entire pop- 
ulation will continue to improve 
dramiatically. 

Most delegates stayed in Cuban 
homes for the duration of the 
Festival, and were treated with 
great warmth and _ hospitality. 
While activities included concerts, 
parties and sports events, we also 
took the opportunity to examine 
Cuban society. Despite the eco- 
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College. After David Blunkett’s car 
passed through, he emerged to the 
sound of our comrades shouting 
for him to come answer some ques- 
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attending the event. 

While many guests shared our 
view that education should be free 
and available to all, David 


was not wearing a suit? 
(Answer: both!). 


Nigel Ball 
and Ken Thornton 
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More than meets the eye 


ROYSTON BULL takes issue with ‘political correctness’ 


IT IS CRUCIALLY IMPORTANT for 
workers to educate themselves 
out of the backwardness of 
sexism, racism and homophobia. 


But it is a mistake to suggest 
that ‘politically correct’ language 
reflects only a triumph for class 
struggle against rightwing oppo- 
sition; it reflects other things 
which Socialists should take into 
account. 


‘Political correctness’ has also 
been cultivated as a diversion 
from actually overthrowing the 
Capitalist system and all the 
influence of bourgeois culture. 
While there are undoubtedly 
right-wingers who deride ‘PC’ 
for their own benighted reasons, 
don’t forget that it was under the 
reactionary ideology of the 
Thatcher era that local govern- 
ment began not only to tolerate 
but to demand ‘politically 
correct’ language. 


Why was this? Did the State 
become converted to more sen- 


sitive treatment towards the dis- 
advantaged and towards minori- 
ties? Not likely. It needed 
diversions with which to under- 
mine working class resistance to 
a growing offensive - which has 
succeeded in lulling the labour 
and trade union movement into 
one of the most reactionary 
traps in history. 


It is no accident that, today, 
Tony Blair is ‘politically correct’ 
to the Nth degree; without ‘PC’, 
Blairism would be nowhere. 


What will do most in the end to 
truly conquer racist, sexist or 
homophobic backwardness? 
While ever capitalism lasts, 
bourgeois ideology will be able 
to whip up xenophobia whenev- 
er it wants. The Sun and The 
Mirror are ready for all-out trade 
war at the wave of a flag 
against any ‘enemy within’ 
chosen for persecution. 
Maturing working-class political 
wisdom will eventually over- 
come all capitalism’s divide- 


and-rule plans - and a firm 
stand against ‘incorrect’ atti- 
tudes and prejudices will clearly 
have helped in this. But under- 
standing the class nature of 
reformist treachery will have 
helped a million times more. 


By all means, keep up the fight 
for the very highest standards of 
political education - but beware 
the bigotry of self-righteousness. 


| personally would argue, for 
example, that a person who 
accepts use of the term 
‘Northern Ireland’ to refer to the 
British-occupied zone of Ireland 
was falling in with reaction’s 
cause - but | also understand 
how Socialists fall into the trap 
of using this term and try not to 
attack comrades who do so. 


Only by linking the challenge to 
‘incorrect’ language with the 
Socialist revolution’s political 
struggles will we be able to 
provide a more comprehensive 
political education for us all. 
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Young Communists) which organ- 
ised the Festival. 

The principles of anti-imperial- 
ism, peace and friendship are as 
meaningful today as they were 50 
years ago; these principles are espe- 
cially important in a ‘new world 
order’ for whose leaders peace and 
friendship are not a prime concern. 

The Havana Festival was 
attended by approximately 12,000 
people, around 100 of them 
(including myself) from Britain. 
There was a 1,000-strong delega- 
tion from the United States which 
had travelled through either 
Mexico or Canada because of their 
government’s refusal to give them 
visas - and had come in spite of 
threats of legal action against 
them. 

South Korea’s delegation had 
also been threatened with severe 
punishment by their country’s 
fascistic US-supervised regime. 
The Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea, on the other hand, sent a 
group of 500 young men and 
women who put on cultural dis- 
plays for and arranged meetings 
with the other delegations. 

Activities were many and 
varied; most prominent were dis- 
cussions in the Convention Palace, 
addressing subjects such as democ- 
racy, women’s rights, education, 
environmental issues, human 
rights, racism, imperialism. The 
highlight of these discussions was a 
two-day Anti-Imperialist Tribunal, 
where people from all round the 
world gave their own accounts of 
the effects of imperialism in their 
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body else receives the much weaker 
Cuban peso. The result of this is 
that a taxi driver who carries 
tourists, say, will earn several times 
more than a doctor. This state of 
affairs does give rise to great 
inequalities. 

However, this ‘special period’ is 
not considered a permanent 
fixture, and is seen as part of 
getting the economy back on its 
feet. What was clear to us was that 
with a solid Socialist economic 
programme for the future, the stan- 
dard of living of Cuba’s entire pop- 
ulation will continue to improve 
dramatically. 

Most delegates stayed in Cuban 
homes for the duration of the 
Festival, and were treated with 
great warmth and _ hospitality. 
While activities included concerts, 
parties and sports events, we also 
took the opportunity to examine 
Cuban society. Despite the eco- 
nomic problems it faces, Cuba is 
one of the only countries in the 
world where there are jobs for 
everyone, no homelessness; where 
education and health are consid- 
ered as rights, not privileges. 

Education is available at all 
levels, is completely free and of a 
very high standard. Violent crime 
is almost unheard of, and drugs are 
nowhere to be found - remarkable, 
if you consider that Miami, a city 
rife with narcotics and crime, is just 
70 miles north of Havana. 

All in all, the 14th World Youth 
Festival was an experience that 
those who attended will never 
forget. 
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Milestones in a long campaign 


NEWS FROM 


GREENHAM COMMON 


REENHAM COMMON 
Camp has been marking the 16th Anniversary 


Women’s Peace 


in Our campaign against war and the weapons 
used to wage it. 

In August, we commemorated Nagasaki Day with a 
demonstration outside the main gate of the Atomic 
Weapons Establishment (AWE) at Aldermaston, with 
Arthur Scargill as our main speaker; this gave a strong 
connection between the Socialist Labour Party and oppo- 
sition to Trident. To me it felt great, as a Newbury SLP 
activist, to see Arthur walk up to the main gate past police 
who greeted him with shouts of “Hello, Arthur!”. Cor 
Cochion Caerdydd, the Cardiff ‘Red’ Choir also provided 
wonderful singing, full of passion and conviction. Being 
part of a 16-year-long struggle against nuclear weapons at 
the Women’s Peace Camp, we felt this was a defining 
moment - so did the AWE, obviously, as the entire demon- 
stration was filmed by Ministry of Defence police! 

The SLP is essential in the struggle to stop nuclear 
weapons by the year 2000. We know also that without 
Socialist distribution of wealth, even if Trident was can- 
celled the mis-spent resources wouldn’t go into health 
care or education. 

We had planned for Sarah Hipperson, who worked 
so hard for this demonstration to be Master (or 
Mistress!) of Ceremonies - but on Hiroshima Day, 6 
August, she was taken from us to serve a 28-day prison 
sentence for past non-violent actions, such as cutting the 
fence at Aldermaston. We filled the gap, but her pres- 
ence was badly missed. 


Katrina Howse 


HE first day of September saw the start of a long- 

awaited jury trial, in which four Greenham 
Common women were ready to defend themselves against 
charges of criminal damage for cutting the perimeter 
fence at Aldermaston’s Atomic Weapons Establishment. 

But by the end of the trial’s first day, it became 
evident that neither the Ministry of Defence nor the 
Crown Prosecution Service wanted to proceed with the 
case against Katrina Howse, Jean Hutchinson, Mary 
Wilson and Yolanda Kriek. 

The jury returned a verdict of ‘not guilty’ - but were 
denied the opportunity of hearing evidence of nuclear 
crime perpetrated at Aldermaston. Having been 
charged with cutting over £37,000-worth of fencing, the 
‘defendants’ had planned to present evidence of 
radioactive contamination and the existence of depleted 
uranium at the site which we contend was used for 
uranium-tipped shells during the Gulf War. 

The prosecution did not want this evidence exam- 
ined in open court. This trial, if it had been allowed to 
continue, would have challenged - for the first time 
before a jury - the legality of Trident weapons and the 
present deterrence policy of this country under national 
and international law. 

Our next case, the Burghfield (jury) trial will begin 
on 5 January - again, at Reading Crown Court (Old 
Shire Hall, The Forbury, Reading). 

UNDAY, 14 September saw the first stage of 
removal of the fence around Greenham Common: 
a process which is to continue over the next three years. 

Until March this year, land inside the fence was 
‘owned’ by the Ministry of Defence; after a challenge in 
the County Court by our Camp during December last 
year, the uncertain legal status of the land was high- 
lighted. In law, land that has ‘Commoner’s Rights’ 
attached to it cannot be developed without the permis- 


Armed personnel stood watching (left) as SLP General Secretary Arthur Scargill 


spoke at the Nagasaki Day rally at Aldermaston (on the right is Katrina Howse) 


sion of the Secretary of State for the Environment. This 
presents a problem to those who wish to carry out com- 
mercial development on Greenham Common! The legal 
work being carried out by the Women’s Peace Camp 
alerted the Ministry of Defence, which hastily sold the 
land (at millions of pounds’ profit) back to Newbury 
District Council. 

At the ceremony organised to begin the process of 
removing the fence, there was a determined effort by the 
local Member of Parliament and Newbury Council to 
exclude women from the original Women’s Peace Camp 
who are still active outside the Main Gate off the 
Basingstoke Road. Needless to say, they were unsuccess- 
ful in their attempt to bury the history of the women! 

The ‘illegality’ that has long dogged Greenham 
Common is still unresolved, and the abuse directed 
towards us by those who are selective about upholding 
the law (sending non-violent women to prison whilst 
passing in-valid by-laws) is nothing more than a smoke- 
screen designed to hide their own shady dealings. 
Nevertheless, it was good to see the ordinary people of 
Newbury enjoying the freedom of the Common after 


(photos by Andy Everest) 


waiting almost 50 years for the restoration of their 


common rights. 


Sarah Hipperson 


Women and men are always welcome as visitors to the 
Women’s Peace Camp, and women are welcome to stay, 
whether overnight or longer; with winter coming on, 
support is especially valued! Ring Katrina or Sarah at the 
Women’s Peace Camp, 01635-269109. 


The New Labour Government has 
ordered seven new Trident missiles for 
Britain’s nuclear submarine fleet at a 
cost of about £98 million. 


With international arms sales growing for 


the second year in succession last year, 
Britain also increased its market share 
(from 20.1 to 22.1 percent) as the world’s 
second largest weapons exporter after 
the United States. 


Ethnic cleansing 
—~ the British wav 


Taking responsibility 


Arthur Scargill as our main speaker; this gave a strong 
connection between the Socialist Labour Party and oppo- 
sition to Trident. To me it felt great, as a Newbury SLP 
activist, to see Arthur walk up to the main gate past police 
who greeted him with shouts of “Hello, Arthur!”. Cor 
Cochion Caerdydd, the Cardiff ‘Red’ Choir also provided 
wonderful singing, full of passion and conviction. Being 
part of a 16-year-long struggle against nuclear weapons at 
the Women’s Peace Camp, we felt this was a defining 
moment - so did the AWE, obviously, as the entire demon- 
stration was filmed by Ministry of Defence police! 

The SLP is essential in the struggle to stop nuclear 
weapons by the year 2000. We know also that without 
Socialist distribution of wealth, even if Trident was can- 
celled the mis-spent resources wouldn’t go into health 
care or education. 

We had planned for Sarah Hipperson, who worked 
so hard for this demonstration to be Master (or 
Mistress!) of Ceremonies - but on Hiroshima Day, 6 
August, she was taken from us to serve a 28-day prison 
sentence for past non-violent actions, such as cutting the 
fence at Aldermaston. We filled the gap, but her pres- 
ence was badly missed. 


Katrina Howse 


crime perpetrated at Aldermaston. Having been 
charged with cutting over £37,000-worth of fencing, the 
‘defendants’ had planned to present evidence of 
radioactive contamination and the existence of depleted 
uranium at the site which we contend was used for 
uranium-tipped shells during the Gulf War. 

The prosecution did not want this evidence exam- 
ined in open court. This trial, if it had been allowed to 
continue, would have challenged - for the first time 
before a jury - the legality of Trident weapons and the 
present deterrence policy of this country under national 
and international law. 

Our next case, the Burghfield (jury) trial will begin 
on 5 January - again, at Reading Crown Court (Old 
Shire Hall, The Forbury, Reading). 

UNDAY, 14 September saw the first stage of 
removal of the fence around Greenham Common: 
a process which is to continue over the next three years. 

Until March this year, land inside the fence was 
‘owned’ by the Ministry of Defence; after a challenge in 
the County Court by our Camp during December last 
year, the uncertain legal status of the land was high- 
lighted. In law, land that has ‘Commoner’s Rights’ 
attached to it cannot be developed without the permis- 
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sion of the Secretary of State for the Environment. This 
presents a problem to those who wish to carry out com- 
mercial development on Greenham Common! The legal 
work being carried out by the Women’s Peace Camp 
alerted the Ministry of Defence, which hastily sold the 
land (at millions of pounds’ profit) back to Newbury 
District Council. 

At the ceremony organised to begin the process of 
removing the fence, there was a determined effort by the 
local Member of Parliament and Newbury Council to 
exclude women from the original Women’s Peace Camp 
who are still active outside the Main Gate off the 
Basingstoke Road. Needless to say, they were unsuccess- 
ful in their attempt to bury the history of the women! 

The ‘illegality’ that has long dogged Greenham 
Common is still unresolved, and the abuse directed 
towards us by those who are selective about upholding 
the law (sending non-violent women to prison whilst 
passing in-valid by-laws) is nothing more than a smoke- 
screen designed to hide their own shady dealings. 
Nevertheless, it was good to see the ordinary people of 
Newbury enjoying the freedom of the Common after 


(photos by Andy Everest) 


waiting almost 50 years for the restoration of their 
common rights. 


Sarah Hipperson 


Women and men are always welcome as visitors to the 
Women’s Peace Camp, and women are welcome to stay, 
whether overnight or longer; with winter coming on, 
support is especially valued! Ring Katrina or Sarah at the 
Women’s Peace Camp, 01635-269109. 


The New Labour Government has 
ordered seven new Trident missiles for 
Britain’s nuclear submarine fleet at a 
cost of about £98 million. 


With international arms sales growing for 


the second year in succession last year, 
Britain also increased its market share 
(from 20.1 to 22.1 percent) as the world’s 
second largest weapons exporter after 
the United States. 


Ethnic cleansing 
- the British way 


which we can easily associate with the 
Holocaust of the Second World War. More 
than half a million Gypsies, seen as ‘undesirables’ were 
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murdered in Nazi concentration camps as were millions of 
Jews, Socialists and Communists. 

More recently, the term has been linked with events in 
Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia, as whole minority communi- 
ties in the former Yugoslavia have been killed or driven 
from their homes and forcibly moved to other areas. 

But ‘ethnic cleansing’ also goes on in Britain, with 
racist attacks not only on ethnic minority groups but on 
our Gypsy community, which suffers from unjust mea- 
sures that deprive them of basic rights. 

Often prevented from stopping in any one place even 
for one night, unable to receive such basics as medical 
attention, or the educational and welfare benefits provid- 
ed by local community services, Travellers on average 
suffer poorer health, more stress-related illnesses and have 
a shorter life expectancy than the rest of the population. 
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the most vicious forms of racism; Socialists should build 
the campaign for its repeal. Next, there is an urgent 
requirement to reintroduce local authority responsibility 
for providing Travellers’ sites, reinstating a 100 percent 
Treasury grant to finance them. At present, because of 
the desperate shortage of authorised stopping places, 
Travellers often have no option but to park illegally: they 
are then likely to be evicted at very short notice and risk 
heavy fines together with confiscation of vehicles and 
caravans: in other words, deprivation of their livelihoods. 
Campaigning to provide Travellers with proper human 
rights begins with pressure for revising planning policies 
that respect the nomadic way of life; the special housing 
needs of Travellers deserve equal priority with the rest 
of any community. At present, few - if any - sites are 
being built; on the contrary, nearly all planning applica- 
tions for new sites are being refused, while some are 
actually being closed or threatened with closure because 
of ‘lack of funding’. 

SLP members involved in the Staffordshire and 
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Taking responsibility 


a N EW LABOUR - New Unionism’ are titles 
embraced by right-wing leaders who hold 
sway in our Labour movement. These are 

part of their crusade against those who put forward 

Socialist answers to the many problems thrown up by 

multi-national capitalist exploitation. But there are 

issues which they - and the media moguls - choose to 
ignore and want us to ignore, too. 

For example: how does unemployment and poverty 
affect housing - in particular, rents? 

Although rents keep rising annually, it is some time 
since we had any tenants’ protest movements. Is this a 
sign of something new? Are people so much better off 
these days? The answer is: no. 

A look at the situation in Manchester reveals that 
within 78,810 Council dwellings, 75.3 percent of tenants 
are in receipt of housing benefit! 


by JIM ARNISON 


Maintenance’.Now there is really something new for the 
Tony Blairs and John Monks’ to take note of! 

Let’s use Salford as an example. One of Salford’s 
biggest problem areas is called the Ordsall District. At 
one time, there was always work (in pre-war times, 
casual work) on the docks. There was also a massive 
industrial complex at Trafford Park, with Metro-Vickers 
employing at one period as many as 30,000 workers. 
Surrounding this area were services and other outlets 
feeding directly off the Metro complex, giving jobs to 
Mancunians and Salfordians. 

All this has now gone; The Docks are now ‘Salford 
Quays’, a yuppie area with a flash hotel - but few jobs com- 
pared to half a century ago - and Trafford Park is but a pale 
shadow of former days when so much work was available. 

In a situation where thousands of young people are 
growing up without any prospect of employment, New 
Labour’s answer appears to be a mixture of punitive 
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EtNnNnic Cleansing 
- the British way 


which we can easily associate with the 
Holocaust of the Second World War. More 
than half a million Gypsies, seen as ‘undesirables’ were 
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murdered in Nazi concentration camps as were millions of 
Jews, Socialists and Communists. 

More recently, the term has been linked with events in 
Croatia, Serbia and Bosnia, as whole minority communi- 
ties in the former Yugoslavia have been killed or driven 
from their homes and forcibly moved to other areas. 

But ‘ethnic cleansing’ also goes on in Britain, with 
racist attacks not only on ethnic minority groups but on 
our Gypsy community, which suffers from unjust mea- 
_ sures that deprive them of basic rights. 

Often prevented from stopping in any one place even 
for one night, unable to receive such basics as medical 
attention, or the educational and welfare benefits provid- 
ed by local community services, Travellers on average 

’ suffer poorer health, more stress-related illnesses and have 
a shorter life expectancy than the rest of the population. 

The Travellers’ way of life is part of working class 
history. Capitalist society fully understood the need for a 
flexible workforce and has made use of these workers. 
However, the same society that found Travellers so useful 
economically also denied them proper rights. Stigmatized 
and persecuted in the past as they are today, without 
proper accommodation and sanitation, these itinerant 
workers were never allowed to stay anywhere for long and 
were forced instead to move on. 

For centuries, the legal system has enforced this dis- 
crimination and intolerance, most recently through the 
1994 Criminal Justice and Public Order Act; this pro- 
vides local authorities with power to evict ‘unauthorised 
campers’ from land forming part of the highway, any 
unoccupied land, or any land occupied without the 
consent of the owner. It includes powers to fine, and to 
confiscate vehicles and personal property. This piece of 
Tory legislation remains under New Labour as one of 


the most vicious forms of racism; Socialists should build 
the campaign for its repeal. Next, there is an urgent 
requirement to reintroduce local authority responsibility 
for providing Travellers’ sites, reinstating a 100 percent 
Treasury grant to finance them. At present, because of 
the desperate shortage of authorised stopping places, 
Travellers often have no option but to park illegally: they 
are then likely to be evicted at very short notice and risk 
heavy fines together with confiscation of vehicles and 
caravans: in other words, deprivation of their livelihoods. 
Campaigning to provide Travellers with proper human 
rights begins with pressure for revising planning policies 
that respect the nomadic way of life; the special housing 
needs of Travellers deserve equal priority with the rest 
of any community. At present, few - if any - sites are 
being built; on the contrary, nearly all planning applica- 
tions for new sites are being refused, while some are 
actually being closed or threatened with closure because 
of ‘lack of funding’. 

SLP members involved in the Staffordshire and 
Shropshire Gypsy Liaison Group believe that Socialists 
must be in the forefront of campaigning to provide 
Travellers with proper human rights, protection from per- 
secution and respect for their culture and traditions. This 
is another struggle that must continue until victory is won. 
IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC, nearly 30 Gypsies 
(including one six-year-old child) have been murdered in 
racist attacks since 1990, one of the reasons behind the 
recent arrival in Dover of Czech and Slovak Gypsies. 

Their coming has unleashed in Britain a tirade of 
media-led abuse which itself can only be described as 
racist and which not only highlights but could intensify 
attacks on Travellers generally from fascist bodies such as 
the British National Party. 

This is a threat which Socialists and single-issue 
activists should take seriously and campaign against. 


Rodney Stableford 


Socialist News NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 1997 


Taking responsibility 


a N EW LABOUR - New Unionism’ are titles 
embraced by right-wing leaders who hold 
sway in our Labour movement. These are 

part of their crusade against those who put forward 

Socialist answers to the many problems thrown up by 

multi-national capitalist exploitation. But there are 

issues which they - and the media moguls - choose to 
ignore and want us to ignore, too. 

For example: how does unemployment and poverty 
affect housing - in particular, rents? 

Although rents keep rising annually, it is some time 
since we had any tenants’ protest movements. Is this a 
sign of something new? Are people so much better off 
these days? The answer is: no. 

A look at the situation in Manchester reveals that 
within 78,810 Council dwellings, 75.3 percent of tenants 
are in receipt of housing benefit! 

In neighbouring Salford, 70 percent of tenants 
(32,395 Council homes) receive benefit. 

If you add to these figures the numbers of people on 
benefit who are tenants of housing associations and 
other landlords; and if you add on top of that the prob- 
lems facing many owner-occupiers, you begin to have a 
clear picture of how tightly poverty grips these areas 
today. 

The over-all situation is actually far worse than the 
1930s. But in those days, the unemployed had a move- 
ment led by people who were skilled in their trades and 
crafts, with a political outlook and programme that 
included demands for relief of the conditions that 
unemployment had created. 

Today, many unemployed people - especially young- 
sters - have never had either workplace experience or 
education. 

The main demands of the Unemployed Workers’ 


Movement included the slogan ‘Work or Full 


by JIM ARNISON 


Maintenance’. Now there is really something new for the 
Tony Blairs and John Monks’ to take note of! 

Let’s use Salford as an example. One of Salford’s 
biggest problem areas is called the Ordsall District. At 
one time, there was always work (in pre-war times, 
casual work) on the docks. There was also a massive 
industrial complex at Trafford Park, with Metro-Vickers 
employing at one period as many as 30,000 workers. 
Surrounding this area were services and other outlets 
feeding directly off the Metro complex, giving jobs to 
Mancunians and Salfordians. 

All this has now gone; The Docks are now ‘Salford 
Quays’, a yuppie area with a flash hotel - but few jobs com- 
pared to half a century ago - and Trafford Park is but a pale 
shadow of former days when so much work was available. 

In a situation where thousands of young people are 
growing up without any prospect of employment, New 
Labour’s answer appears to be a mixture of punitive 
measures, including Welfare to Work. As for the TUC! 
its leaders appear mostly concerned with coat-tailing the 
employers into an even greater sell-out to multinational 
capitalism in Europe. 

Among the millions of unemployed and deprived 
people in Britain there are a great many who are shut 
out from the organisations of the Labour movement 
and play no part in any of its actions (nor do they vote 
in elections). There is tremendous scope here for a mass 
movement of deprived sections of our people which 
begins to fight for some simple, basic demands. 

These would include what the late Eddie Frow sug- 
gested shortly before he passed away - not only the 
SLP’s demand for a shorter working week, but raising 
again the banner of ‘Work or Full Maintenance’. 

After all, it is not the fault of our people that tech- 
nology has taken away jobs. But surely it is our fault if 
we don’t challenge it! 


ay off lone parents! Failing our young 


by BRIDGET BELL and ANNE BROOK 


HE SLP NATIONAL Women’s 
Section has begun campaigning 

against New Labour’s attacks on 
lone parents. Asa first step, women from 
constituency SLPs in London mounted a 
protest, in late September, outside the 
Dulwich house of Social Security 
Secretary Harriet Harman. 

We had hoped to deliver a letter and 
talk to the Secretary of State about New 
Labour’s ‘new deal’ for lone parents. Ms. 
Harman, however, refused to see us, and 
her door was shut unceremoniously in 
our faces! However, some of the local 
media showed up, and a sympathetic 
article together with photograph subse- 
quently appeared in the South London 
Press. 

We also produced a leaflet for distrib- 
ution at New Labour’s Party Conference, 
urging delegates to call on Harman to 
halt Government strategy of cutting ben- 
efits to lone parents while pressurising 
them into paid work. Under the Tories, 
lone parents were demonised and scape- 
goated for the ills of society. Many will 
have hoped for better from a ‘Labour’ 
government; New Labour, however, is to 
carry out the benefit cuts planned by its 
predecessor. New claimants will lose the 
one parent benefit of £6.30 per week and 
the lone parent premium of £5.20 per 
week. This will lower the living standards 
of both unemployed lone parents and 
those in low-paid jobs - at a time when 
the majority of lone parents on income 
support are having to survive on less than 
£100 a week! 

Nevertheless, Harman has trumpeted 


A message for Social Security Secretary Harriet Harman from a 
delegation organised by SLP women and including (front, left to right) 


Catriona Goss, Tiliza Donlon and Kirsty Goss 


pay and good-quality, affordable child 
chare, we should never forget that lone 
parents have a job already. They are on 
duty 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
raising the next generation. A lone parent 
in a paid job is working a double shift 
every day. 

New Labour’s ‘new deal’ also claims 
that there are plenty of jobs out there, if 
only lone parents would get off their lazy 
behinds and visit the job centre. At 
present, a lone parent is not forced to 
take up the invitation - but more sinister 
developments may be on the horizon. 

An independent think-tank recently 
published a report proposing that lone 
parents should be made to work, with the 
threat of having their benefit stopped if 
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paid, part-time work, with no sick pay or 
holiday pay - let alone pensions. The 
spread of the ‘flexible’ labour market, 
with casualisation of labour, short-term- 
contracts and increased insecurity adds 
up to still more poverty at work, as the 
Hillingdon Hospital strikers, among 
others, know only too well. 

Far from helping lone parents, this 
government seems bent on making 
savings by forcing them into work, any 
work, through cuts in benefits and the 
creation of an atmosphere of fear and 
blame. Some change from the Tories! 

Socialist Labour policy is for the 
‘provision of a wide range of child care 
options, ranging from free nurseries to 
financial support for care for children at 


BRIAN HERON looks behind 
youth-crime statistics 


OME ACADEMICS argue ‘that 

reactions to young people’s anti- 

social behaviour are exaggerated. 
They say that the Establishment has 
always been worried about the young; 
nothing new is happening. However, 
more and more facts, and the experience 
of those who work with young people in 
trouble, point to a very different conclu- 
sion. 

Society is failing its young, and build- 
ing a time-bomb for future generations. 

Last March, the Home Office stated 
that 20 percent of crime, costing nearly 
£4 billion a year, is committed by adoles- 
cents. Another recent Home Office study 
found that 42 percent of boys from the 
poorest homes had become ‘seriously 
violent’ by the age of 32. While recorded 
crime, overall, is dropping, and the 
numbers of adolescents in society is also 
dropping in proportion to other sections 
of the population, adolescent crime is 
shooting up year on year. 

Violent crime among youngsters 
shows the biggest increase. Between 1950 
and 1980, violent crimes against people 
rose by 3,000 per year - then, in the 
period to 1987, the rate accelerated to an 
additional 4,000 per year. Since then, it’s 
shot up further, with the annual increase 
in violent crimes now at 12,000. Yet, 
according to the experts, violent crime is 
probably seriously under-reported - pre- 
cisely because it is a “young person’s expe- 
rience’. It is also agreed that adolescents 
are generally the main victims of this sort 


younger people. Straw has, it seems, 
swallowed the argument that while we 
were poor in the 1930s we did not have 
this sort of behaviour - so today’s fami- 
lies must be at. fault. He wants us to 
swallow that, too. 

This is simply a lie.. The truth is that 
violencé in our cities began rising sharply 
after World War I, doubling, then dou- 
bling again in the 1920s and ‘30s. The key 
was, and is, inequality. There is substan- 
tial international evidence that unequal 
societies are always the most violent ones. 
Surprisingly, perhaps, statistics for 
Switzerland and Japan, among those 
countries with the smallest gaps between 
rich and poor, show violent crime among 
young people is tiny compared with 
Britain’s. 

By contrast, the United States with 
the deepest gulf between rich and poor is 
one of the most violent societies on Earth. 
But even within the US, separate states 
show different patterns; in Wisconsin, up 
to 1994, the statistics reveal both a large 
welfare budget and less violent crime. 
Texas shows the reverse. 

' In Britain, the gap between rich and 
poor has increased enormously since 
1979. Then, nine percent of British people 
had incomes that were below half “the 
average; today, those people make up 
more than 25 percent, more than a 
quarter of the population. 

This is capped off by what has been 
described as a ‘winner-loser’ culture. 
Violent crime is not completely accounted 


Labour’s ‘new deal’ for lone parents. Ms. 
Harman, however, refused to see us, and 
her door was shut unceremoniously in 
our faces! However, some of the local 
media showed up, and a sympathetic 
article together with photograph subse- 
quently appeared in the South London 
Press. 

We also produced a leaflet for distrib- 
ution at New Labour’s Party Conference, 
urging delegates to call on Harman to 
halt Government strategy of cutting ben- 
efits to lone parents while pressurising 
them into paid work. Under the Tories, 
lone parents were demonised and scape- 
goated for the ills of society. Many will 
have hoped for better from a ‘Labour’ 
government; New Labour, however, is to 
carry out the benefit cuts planned by its 
predecessor. New claimants will lose the 
one parent benefit of £6.30 per week and 
the lone parent premium of £5.20 per 
week. This will lower the living standards 
of both unemployed lone parents and 
those in low-paid jobs - at a time when 
the majority of lone parents on income 
support are having to survive on less than 
£100 a week! 

Nevertheless, Harman has trumpeted 
the merits of her ‘new deal for lone 
parents’, claiming to be giving this most 
down-trodden group in society ‘a hand 
up, not a hand-out’. New Labour’s 
scheme, which will go national next 
October, claims to be about ‘helping’ as 
many parents as possible into paid jobs. 

But, while many lone parents might 
choose to take paid work given decent 


| READ with great interest Sharon 
Hayward’s article (Socialist News 8) on 
education from a parent’s perspective. 
Like Sharon, | am a Parent Governor; | 
have three children at primary school 
in South London’s Peckham - but I’m 
also a secondary school teacher in the 
London Borough of Greenwich and an 
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A message for Social Security Secretary Harriet Harman from a 


delegation organised by SLP women and including (front, left to right) 


Catriona Goss, Tiliza Donlon and Kirsty Goss 


pay and good-quality, affordable child 
chare, we should never forget that lone 
parents have a job already. They are on 
duty 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
raising the next generation. A lone parent 
in a paid job is working a double shift 
every day. 

New Labour’s ‘new deal’ also claims 
that there are plenty of jobs out there, if 
only lone parents would get off their lazy 
behinds and visit the job centre. At 
present, a lone parent is not forced to 
take up the invitation - but more sinister 
developments may be on the horizon. 

An independent think-tank recently 
published a report proposing that lone 
parents should be made to work, with the 
threat of having their benefit stopped if 
they don’t; the report’s author, Jean 
Rogers ( director of just such a pro- 
gramme in the USA’s Wisconsin) has 
recently been in talks with Harriet 
Harman. 

But it cannot be assumed that forcing 
lone parents into employment guarantees 
them a route out of poverty. The majori- 
ty of women workers are already in low- 


A natural class alliance ° 


directly improved the quality of the ser- 
vices they provide to our class as a 
whole. These are gains which, today, 
New Labour is set on destroying. 


It has been necessary for capitalism in 
seeking to destroy, for example edu- 
cational gains, to alienate workers and 
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paid, part-time work, with no sick pay or 
holiday pay - let alone pensions. The 
spread of the ‘flexible’ labour market, 
with casualisation of labour, short-term- 
contracts and increased insecurity adds 
up to still more poverty at work, as the 
Hillingdon Hospital strikers, among 
others, know only too well. 

Far from helping lone parents, this 
government seems bent on making 
savings by forcing them into work, any 
work, through cuts in benefits and the 
creation of an atmosphere of fear and 
blame. Some change from the Tories! 

Socialist Labour policy is for the 
‘provision of a wide range of child care 
options, ranging from free nurseries to 
financial support for care for children at 
home’. 

It is for all Socialists to organise and 
resist capitalism’s attacks on the poorest 
sections of our society, whose ranks are 
swelling as they are joined by the 
Liverpool Dockers, the Magnet workers 
and all those in struggle - and it is 
through a united struggle that we will 
win. 


and prospective pupils, losing funding 
- and losing jobs. 


But, while teachers work excessive 
hours on ‘recruitment’ days and 
evenings, school buildings crumble, 
class sizes rise, special needs support 
is decimated, and teachers suffer 


lavale af ctrace nraviniiely rinknown in 
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sion. 

Society is failing its young, and build- 
ing a time-bomb for future generations. 

Last March, the Home Office stated 
that 20 percent of crime, costing nearly 
£4 billion a year, is committed by adoles- 
cents. Another recent Home Office study 
found that 42 percent of boys from the 
poorest homes had become ‘seriously 
violent’ by the age of 32. While recorded 
crime, overall, is dropping, and the 
numbers of adolescents in society is also 
dropping in proportion to other sections 
of the population, adolescent crime is 
shooting up year on year. 

Violent crime among youngsters 
shows the biggest increase. Between 1950 
and 1980, violent crimes against people 
rose by 3,000 per year - then, in the 
period to 1987, the rate accelerated to an 
additional 4,000 per year. Since then, it’s 
shot up further, with the annual increase 
in violent crimes now at 12,000. Yet, 
according to the experts, violent crime is 
probably seriously under-reported - pre- 
cisely because it is a ‘young person’s expe- 
rience’. It is also agreed that adolescents 
are generally the main victims of this sort 
of crime. 

What difference has the General 
Election made? Jack Straw, New 
Labour’s Home Secretary, follows where 
his Tory predecessor Michael Howard 
led. New Labour’s answer to this crisis is 
more pressure on ‘feckless’ families, 
especially single parents, with tougher, 
fast-track penalties for younger and 


vide-and-rule in education won’t work, 


from teaching, but are designed to 
label and fail working class pupils 
from an early age. Base-line testing 
grades children on their arrival at 
school, so that ‘failure’ can be codi- 
fied before they even begin! Hand-in- 
hand with testing and grading of 
pupils goes testing and grading of 
teachers: inanectors walk into class 


Get VVNZE ER VV SE BG SEN eras eee 
bling again in the 1920s and ‘30s. The key 
was, and is, inequality. There is substan- 
tial international evidence that unequal 
societies are always the most violent ones. 
Surprisingly, perhaps, statistics for 
Switzerland and Japan, among those 
countries with the smallest gaps between 
rich and poor, show violent crime among 
young people is tiny compared with 
Britain’s. 

By contrast, the United States with 
the deepest gulf between rich and poor is 
one of the most violent societies on Earth. 
But even within the US, separate states 
show different patterns; in Wisconsin, up 
to 1994, the statistics reveal both a large 
welfare budget and less violent crime. 
Texas shows the reverse. 

' In Britain, the gap between rich and 
poor has increased enormously since 
1979. Then, nine percent of British people 
had incomes that were below half the 
average; today, those people make up 
more than 25 percent, more than a 
quarter of the population. 

This is capped off by what has been 
described as a ‘winner-loser’ culture. 
Violent crime is not completely accounted 
for by inequality and the strains it creates. 
But is it a surprise that anger and frustra- 
tion have grown, especially among the 


young? Can we allow New Labour to. . 


blame the victims of a society that is 
coming apart? 

We must counter Jack Straw’s ‘big lie’ 
and stop New Labour meaning ‘hard 
labour’ for our young people. 


writes ANN GOSS 


The anti-trades union laws which have 
criminalised trades union activity are 
being succeeded by attempts to crimi- 
nalise the entire working class as it 
struggles to survive against the brutal 
forces of capitalism. But these attempts 
won’t succeed. While every trades 
union defeat for teachers is a defeat for 
pupils and parents (because it directly 


the majority of lone parents on income 
support are having to survive on less than 
£100 a week! 

Nevertheless, Harman has trumpeted 
the merits of her ‘new deal for lone 
parents’, claiming to be giving this most 
down-trodden group in society ‘a hand 
up, not a hand-out’. New Labour's 
scheme, which will go national next 
October, claims to be about ‘helping’ as 
many parents as possible into paid jobs. 

But, while many lone parents might 
choose to take paid work given decent 


A natural class alliance Divide-and-rule in educ 


| READ with great interest Sharon 
Hayward’s article (Socialist News 8) on 
education from a parent’s perspective. 
Like Sharon, | am a Parent Governor; | 
have three children at primary school 
in South London’s Peckham - but I’m 
also a secondary school teacher in the 
London Borough of Greenwich and an 
active member of the National Union 
of Teachers (NUT). 


Sharon’s analysis of the education 
system was spot on, but | would like 
to add a little from the trade union 
perspective. 


There is a natural class alliance 
between workers in state industries/ser- 
vices and the workers who use those 
services. Universal free education along 
with other provisions of the Welfare 
State were gains made by workers 
struggling against capitalism. Where 
state employees have improved their 
working conditions they have also 


An independent think-tank recently 
published a report proposing that lone 
parents should be made to work, with the 
threat of having their benefit stopped if 
they don’t; the report’s author, Jean 
Rogers ( director of just such a pro- 
gramme in the USA’s Wisconsin) has 
recently been in talks with Harriet 
Harman. 

But it cannot be assumed that forcing 
lone parents into employment guarantees 
them a route out of poverty. The majori- 
ty of women workers are already in low- 


directly improved the quality of the ser- 
vices they provide to our class as a 
whole. These are gains which, today, 
New Labour is set on destroying. 


It has been necessary for capitalism in 
seeking to destroy, for example edu- 
cational gains, to alienate workers and 
users both from their own services 
and from each other. 


The Tories thus introduced the ‘rigours 
of the market’ into our schools, 
turning them into quasi-businesses, in 
competition with each other for 
funding, introducing ‘league tables’ 
and fostering the grotesque illusion of 
freedom of choice. Large amounts of 
school budgets are spent on public 
relations exercises - of no educational 
benefit - aimed at attracting pupils 
and thereby money. School manage- 
ments threaten workers (teachers) 
thinking of taking strike action with 
the spectre of scaring away parents 


Socialist. Labour policy is for the 


‘provision of a wide range of child care 
options, ranging from free nurseries to 
financial support for care for children at 
home’. 

It is for all Socialists to organise and 
resist capitalism’s attacks on the poorest 
sections of our society, whose ranks are 
swelling as they are joined by the 
Liverpool Dockers, the Magnet workers 
and all those in struggle - and it is 
through a united struggle that we will 
win. 


and prospective pupils, losing funding 
- and losing jobs. 


But, while teachers work excessive 
hours on ‘recruitment’ days and 
evenings, school buildings crumble, 
class sizes rise, special needs support 
is decimated, and teachers suffer 


levels of stress previously unknown in . 


our profession. 


The restrictions of the National 
Curriculum have removed any space 
for pupils to be educated about the 
real world, and one of the great gains 
of progressive teaching, mixed ability 
grouping, is being wiped out. The 
education of children - except those 
who might achieve the magic A-C 
GCSE grades used for league tables - 
is the last thing on the current 
agenda. Alongside all this, a massive 
campaign of demoralisation has been 
aimed at both pupils and teachers. 
SATs tests are not only a diversion 


probably seriously ‘under-reported = pre- 
cisely because it is a ‘young person’s expe- 
rience’. It is also agreed that adolescents 
are generally the main victims of this sort 
of crime. 

What difference has the General 
Election made? Jack Straw, New 
Labour’s Home Secretary, follows where 
his Tory predecessor Michael Howard 
led. New Labour’s answer to this crisis is 
more pressure on ‘feckless’ families, 
especially single parents, with tougher, 
fast-track penalties for younger and 


from teaching, but are designed to 
label and fail working class pupils 
from an early age. Base-line testing 
grades children on their arrival at 
school, so that ‘failure’ can be codi- 
fied before they even begin! Hand-in- 
hand with testing and grading of 
pupils goes testing and grading of 
teachers; inspectors walk into class 
rooms, watch teachers for 20 minutes, 
grade them on performance, which 
leaves the most experienced people 


demoralised, and leaves those new to - 


teaching fearful of fast-track sacking 
for ‘incompetence’. 


All this was set in motion by the 
Tories, but New Labour is going 
further - adding ‘social fascism’ to 
existing controls. It is no accident that 
‘zero tolerance’ of crime has now 
been extended to zero tolerance of 
‘unruly’ kids, ‘bad’ parents and 
‘incompetent’ teachers. 


~ quarter of the population,” 

This is capped off by what has been 
described as a ‘winner-loser’ culture. 
Violent crime is not completely accounted 
for by inequality and the strains it creates. 
But is it a surprise that anger and frustra- 
tion have grown, especially among the 
young? Can we allow New Labour to 
blame the victims of a society that is 
coming apart? 

We must counter Jack Straw’s ‘big lie’ 
and stop New Labour meaning ‘hard 
labour’ for our young people. 


ation won't work, 
writes ANN GOSS 


The anti-trades union laws which have 
criminalised trades union activity are 
being succeeded by attempts to crimi- 
nalise the entire working class as it 
struggles to survive against the brutal 
forces of capitalism. But these attempts 
won’t succeed. While every trades 
union defeat for teachers is a defeat for 
pupils and parents (because it directly 
affects the quality of their service), 
attempts at ‘alienation’ or divide-and- 
rule have been singularly unsuccessful. 
Parents do support teachers when they 
take industrial action against redundan- 
cies; thousands of teachers and 
parents demonstrated against educa- 
tion cuts last year; ‘failing’ schools have 
been shut in the face of protests of 
parents and pupils. 


If Home Secretary Jack Straw uses 
‘zero tolerance’ to bring in his 
curfews, he will have to lock up all of 
Peckham - and in Peckham, we don’t 
fancy his chances! 
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Steve 


STATE. 


IS Socialist Labour comrades 


sy among 


and fellow NUM members are 
mourning the tragic loss of Steve 


the many people 
Sullivan, who died of cancer, aged only 
41, in September. 

Steve was one of that band of 
Lancashire miners who fought success- 
fully to ensure that when the National 
Union of Mineworkers challenged the 
Tory Government’s pit closure pro- 
gramme and embarked on 18 months 
of industrial action in November 1983, 
the Lancashire coalfield played its part 
in that action. 

The political effect of the fight for 
coal led by Steve and his comrades in 
England’s North West was such that in 
1989 he was elected President of an 
NUM area traditionally led by the 
right-wing. He served Lancashire as a 
rank-and-file President, continuing to 
work on the coal face as the 1980s 
came to a close and the Tories stepped 
up their offensive against Britain’s 
nationalised coal industry and the 
trade union Margaret Thatcher 
described as ‘the enemy within’. 

Along with other key activists, 
Steve was shifted from pit to pit, refus- 
ing to take redundancy as Government 


policy shut down Lancashire’s mines 
one by one. 

When, just over five years ago, 
Michael Heseltine launched the pit- 
closure bloodbath of 1992/93, Steve, 
like many of his comrades, was at 
Parkside, the coalfield’s last remaining 
colliery, 
nationally by the Government and 
British Coal for immediate closure. 

The fight for Parkside is a tale that 
has yet to be properly told - but the 
heroism of the pit’s workforce, led by 
the NUM Branch Committee, in 
holding out as long as it did against 
closure is an inspirational part of 
living labour movement history. 

When the pit was shut in June, 
1993 and Steve forced out of the indus- 
try, he (like many other NUM col- 
leagues) went into full-time education. 
In 1996, he graduated from John 
Moores University, Liverpool, with a 
first-class degree in economics and pol- 
itics; when his eventually fatal illness 
struck, he had begun post-graduate 
study at Manchester University. 

All who knew, admired and 
respected him grieve for Chris and 
Andrew, his wife and son. 


N.M. 


one of the ten targeted 


TOTALLY OUT OF character with 
gentle, rolling Derbyshire countryside, 
the crater on the opencast site is sur- 
rounded by a 45-degree bank of 
rubble. It is early on the morning of 31 
October; the site is Doe Hill House, 
operated by the company H. J. Banks. 

All at once the pre-dawn quiet is 
broken by the beating of drums, the 
shrill of whistles and the mimicked 
sounds of wild animals, as anti-open- 
cast protesters converge on Doe Hill 
House to begin an operation which 
turns out a complete success. 

The tops of giant cranes used to 
scour out the earth become perches for 
protesters; many line up round the rim 
of the giant crater-like hole and there 
are people down within it; still more 
throng round the site’s gate. 

The site is now occupied by No 
Opencast, a campaign against the envi- 
ronmental destruction caused by open- 
cast mining; it involves miners, former 
miners, Women Against Pit Closures, 
support groups and community groups. 

As morning mists begin to lift, we 
can see the scale of devastation already 
caused by opencasting in this half- 
square mile of Derbyshire countryside. 
Among people at the bottom of the 
crate there is debate about why this 
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- why is opencasting allowed at all when 
deep mines have been systematically 
destroyed? The answer is that, first, 
capitalism will pursue: profit: opencast- 
ing is all about digging up coal near the 
surface, reaping profit and moving on, 
regardless of what damage has been 
done. Second, opencasting has been 
one of the weapons (like nuclear power, 
the ‘dash for gas’ and coal imports) 
used against the National Union of 
Mineworkers and the deep mine coal 
industry in which its members work. 

This discussion is suddenly inter- 
rupted by a loud ‘whooshing’ sound 
above, then another, and another, 
revolving round the crater. 

As protesters emerge to investigate, 
they see half a dozen or more giant 
dumper trucks which appear to be 
sinking. The reason is soon apparent - 
for some (unknown) reason, the tyres 
on every truck are deflating in unison! 

By now, at the entrance to the site 
the cops have arrived. Eventually, a 
more senior-looking cop comes up in 
an unmarked car, and heads straight 
for No Opencast/Women Against Pit 
Closures activist Anne Scargill, 
demanding to know how long this 
action will go on - doesn’t she know his 


OF ACTION 


vandalism has been allowed to happen 


division is strapped for cash? He 
receives little sympathy. 

The protesters start to fan out, 
moving from the site into the local 
community. Residents are happy to 
take leaflets, some come out into their 
gardens to describe what it’s like living 
next to an opencast site. 

It was an inspiring day’s work, in 
which Socialist Labour was well repre- 
sented by members from Wakefield, 
Doncaster, Bradford, Barnsley, 
Manchester and Bolton. Before the 
General Election, New Labour (much 
as it might like to forget what’s been 
done to deep mining, mining commu- 
nities and the NUM) promised to deal 
with opencasting, saying it would 
‘implement a presumption against 
opencast mining and give greater 
emphasis to environmental protection’. 

In Government, it’s been carrying 
out a ‘review’ in which opencast 
owners including RJB Mining (cur- 
rently playing with closure of our 
remaining deep mines) have been con- 
sulted but local community campaigns 
have not. 

The ‘review’ closed on 31 
October... Hallowe’en. Trick or Treat? 


Gene Pauling 
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sullivan, Who died of cancer, aged only 
41, in September. 

Steve was one of that band of 
Lancashire miners who fought success- 
fully to ensure that when the National 
Union of Mineworkers challenged the 
Tory Government’s pit closure pro- 
gramme and embarked on 18 months 
of industrial action in November 1983, 
the Lancashire coalfield played its part 
in that action. 

The political effect of the fight for 
coal led by Steve and his comrades in 
England’s North West was such that in 
1989 he was elected President of an 
NUM aarea traditionally led by the 
right-wing. He served Lancashire as a 
rank-and-file President, continuing to 
work on the coal face as the 1980s 
came to a close and the Tories stepped 
up their offensive against Britain’s 
nationalised coal industry and the 
trade union Margaret Thatcher 
described as ‘the enemy within’. 

Along with other key activists, 
Steve was shifted from pit to pit, refus- 
ing to take redundancy as Government 


closure Dbloodbath Of LYYZ/9S, Steve, 
like many of his comrades, was at 
Parkside, the coalfield’s last remaining 
colliery, 
nationally by the Government and 
British Coal for immediate closure. 

The fight for Parkside is a tale that 
has yet to be properly told - but the 
heroism of the pit’s workforce, led by 
the NUM Branch Committee, in 
holding out as long as it did against 
closure is an inspirational part of 
living labour movement history. 

When the pit was shut in June, 
1993 and Steve forced out of the indus- 
try, he (like many other NUM col- 
leagues) went into full-time education. 
In 1996, he graduated from John 
Moores University, Liverpool, with a 
first-class degree in economics and pol- 
itics; when his eventually fatal illness 
struck, he had begun post-graduate 
study at Manchester University. 

All who knew, admired and 
respected him grieve for Chris and 
Andrew, his wife and son. 
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October, the site is Doe Fill Flouse, 
operated by the company H. J. Banks. 

All at once the pre-dawn quiet is 
broken by the beating of drums, the 
shrill of whistles and the mimicked 
sounds of wild animals, as anti-open- 
cast protesters converge on Doe Hill 
House to begin an operation which 
turns out a complete success. 

The tops of giant cranes used to 
scour out the earth become perches for 
protesters; many line up round the rim 
of the giant crater-like hole and there 
are people down within it; still more 
throng round the site’s gate. 

The site is now occupied by No 
Opencast, a campaign against the envi- 
ronmental destruction caused by open- 
cast mining; it involves miners, former 
miners, Women Against Pit Closures, 
support groups and community groups. 

As morning mists begin to lift, we 
can see the scale of devastation already 
caused by opencasting in this half- 
square mile of Derbyshire countryside. 
Among people at the bottom of the 
crate there is debate about why this 
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Ing 1S all about Gigging up Coal hear the 
surface, reaping profit and moving on, 
regardless of what damage has been 
done. Second, opencasting has been 
one of the weapons (like nuclear power, 
the ‘dash for gas’ and coal imports) 
used against the National Union of 
Mineworkers and the deep mine coal 
industry in which its members work. 

This discussion is suddenly inter- 
rupted by a loud ‘whooshing’ sound 
above, then another, and another, 
revolving round the crater. 

As protesters emerge to investigate, 
they see half a dozen or more giant 
dumper trucks which appear to be 
sinking. The reason is soon apparent - 
for some (unknown) reason, the tyres 
on every truck are deflating in unison! 

By now, at the entrance to the site 
the cops have arrived. Eventually, a 
more senior-looking cop comes up in 
an unmarked car, and heads straight 
for No Opencast/Women Against Pit 
Closures activist Anne Scargill, 
demanding to know how long this 
action will go on - doesn’t she know his 


take lealiets, some come Out into their 
gardens to describe what it’s like living 
next to an opencast site. 

It was an inspiring day’s work, in 
which Socialist Labour was well repre- 
sented by members from Wakefield, 
Doncaster, Bradford, Barnsley, 
Manchester and Bolton. Before the 
General Election, New Labour (much 
as it might like to forget what’s been 
done to deep mining, mining commu- 
nities and the NUM) promised to deal 
with opencasting, saying it would 
‘implement a presumption against 
opencast mining and give greater 
emphasis to environmental protection’. 

In Government, it’s been carrying 
out a ‘review’ in which opencast 
owners including RJB Mining (cur- 
rently playing with closure of our 
remaining deep mines) have been con- 
sulted but local community campaigns 
have not. 

The ‘review’ closed on 31 
October... Hallowe’en. Trick or Treat? 


Gene Pauling 


The National Union of Mineworkers and its legal team 
led by John Hendy QC have won a historic victory in 
the Newcastle-upon-Tyne High Court which will result 
in thousands of miners and ex-miners gaining Ccom- 
pensation of Vibration White Finger (VWF). 


The Newcastle judgement awarded Sums ranging 
between £5,000 and £50,000 to the seven NUM 
members who put themselves forward as test Cases 


Raleys of Barnsley (40 Victoria Road, Barnsley, 
South Yorkshire S70; telephone: O1226-211111), for 
FREE advice. 


Don't be fooled by other firms of solicitors 
claiming to represent the NUM, or by other 
organisations —- all of which will charge you 
substantial amounts of money. 


Pe eee eee ee a7. om hr oa Palucee sure ea td LIie-sh 


Rl a 


ing to take redundancy as Government NM | crate there is debate about why this action will go on - doesn’t she know his Gene P. auling 


NATIONAL UNION OF MINEWORKERS 
YORKSHIRE AREA 


iT 


y 
(litrnatal 


| 


Historic win on VWF! 


The National Union of Mineworkers and its legal team Raleys of Barnsley (40 Victoria Road, Barnsley, 
led by John Hendy QC have won a historic victory in South Yorkshire S70; telephone: 01226-21111 fOr 
the Newcastle-upon-Tyne High Court which will result FREE advice. 

in thousands of miners and ex-miners gaining Ccom- 


claiming to represent the NUM, or by other 


The Newcastle judgement awarded sums ranging organisations — all of which will charge you 
between £5,000 and £50,000 to the seven NUM substantial amounts of money. 


members who put themselves forward as test cases vicki 
in this crucial health and safety issue. The tremendous win in the Newcastle High 


Court was a victory not only for miners and the 
If you are a miner or ex-miner who believes you are NUM but for trade unionism. 
suffering from VWF, contact the NUM’s solicitors, 


Congratulations and thanks to those who 
worked so hard on our members’ behalf 


Frank Cave — Nigel Pearce 
Chair Vice-Chair 
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flight of 
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COLIN MEADE charts global capital's effect on China [) s2e8 sensi ink hati 


EPTEMBER SAW TWO major 

political shows in China. First, 

the 15th congress of the country’s 
ruling Communist Party; second, a 
meeting of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank in Hong 
Kong. 

The Party Congress unanimously 
adopted measures proposed by its 
leader, Jiang Zemin, including one to 
make state firms more efficient by using 
market mechanisms - potentialy entail- 
ing a shake-out of tens of millions of 
workers. At the same time, Western 
models of democracy were ruled out, 
and the Party pledged to maintain 
exclusive control of the media in order 
to’resist erosion through decadent 
ideas and cultures’. The IMF and 
World Bank expressed satisfaction with 
the results of the 15th Congress while 
urging that economic reforms and 
involvement with the world market be 
taken further. 

On the political front - according to 
a leading World Bank official present- 
ing that organisation’s report on China 
- ‘the Chinese Communist Party has 
clearly acted as an important force for 


unitv and reform over the nast twentv 


established dominant nations (the 
United States foremost among them) 
and has no interest in fostering serious 
competition. Part of the Bank’s job is 
to concoct impressive statistical fairy 
tales to convince people that its free 
market medicine will work if they take 
it in sufficiently massive doses. 

The fact is that, while it did indeed 
record an impressive average 8 percent 
per annum growth rate between 1978 
and 1995, China remains extremely 
poor. According to one estimate China 
had a per capita GNP of $490 in 1993 
compared to Japan’s $31,450. The 
overall size of the Chinese economy is 
five times smaller than that of Japan, 
despite a population some ten times 
larger. 

Moreover, growth produced by free 
market methods has brought with it all 
the usual problems. Inequality and 
poverty have grown alarmingly. While 
China has become the world’s leading 
purchaser of Mercedes Benz cars, hun- 
dreds of Communist Party officials are 
prosecuted each year for corruption, 
with scandals touching family 
members of Chinese leaders including 
that of 


Tiang Zemin’s nredecessor 


agricultural land is build over for golf 
courses, roads and shopping malls. 
Cities are polluted, resulting in a heavy 
toll of deaths from bronchitis, as cars 
begin to push aside bicycles. 

Social conflict is rising. Twice as 
many labour disputes were recorded in 
1995 compared to the previous year, 
with the increase coming mainly in the 
state sector - target of the new eco- 
nomic reforms. In the model special 
economic zones in southern China, 
where foreign companies employ 
labour at highly competitive low wages 
(around £20 to £35 a month), workers 
are at the absolute mercy of their 
employers; effective worker action is 
repressed, and large-scale industrial 
accidents commonplace. 

Besides social inequality, there is 
also growing regional inequality which, 
added to unresolved national questions 
in Tibet and the Muslim West, may 
jeopardise the unity of the country. 

In short: China has all the problems 
of the other Asian Tiger economies 
whose recent crisis has exposed both 
the mythical nature of their ‘capitalist 
miracle’ and the appalling social and 


environmental costs of the growth 


therefore, only be decided by force. All of 
this suggests turbulence on the horizon. 
The Chinese leadership likes to claim that 
the market reforms are the ‘primary stage 
of socialism’ and part of a cunning plan - 
but in fact they set off down this path 
after the failure of Maoist mass mobiliza- 
tion policies sunk in the mid-1970s. 

Since then, the ruling group has 
constantly drifted further towards cap- 
italism and integration into the world 
market and become personally more 
deeply implicated in its working. It 
would be unwise to expect them to leap 
free with one bound from the embrace 
of such powerful social forces. On the 
other hand, rising worker resistance 
may spark a revival of criticism of cap- 
italism within Chinese society. 

For the time being, the dominant 
world powers - in particular the United 
States - are pursuing a policy of ‘con- 
structive engagement’ with China, sealed 
recently by a visit by Jiang Zemin and seen 
by one top US policy analyst as ‘opening 
a future of joint benefits’. An unstable 
China would give scope to Japan to 
pursue a more independent policy, some- 
thing the US is determined to prevent. 

Liowever. if it became clear that the 


return of Hong Kong to China 
was a ‘shattering blow’ to the capitalist 
economic order. This view finds no 
echo in any of the press closely con- 
nected to business. In Britain, The 
Economist, for example, dealt with the 
handover in a low-key way. Far from 
receiving a shattering blow, capitalists 
seemed relieved to find relations with 
China meant business as usua!! 

But more worrying to me is char- 
acter assassination of the Chinese gov- 
ernment’s opponents: to describe the 
democracy movement as ‘fraudulent’ 
and the events of Tianenmen Square 
merely as an attack on Socialism by 
CIA-supported demonstrators is an 
example of distortion that has hin- 
dered the development of democratic 
Socialism for many years, where any 
demand for democracy is portrayed as 
an attack on Socialism. Democracy 
and Socialism are inextricably bound 
together; workers as the majority class 
in society can only control their own 
state through democratic means. Any 
form of tyranny means a return to rule 
over the working class - not Socialism. 
To believe that an accommodation 
between China and global capitalism 
is just a cunning trick devised by clever 
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EPTEMBER SAW TWO major 

political shows in China. First, 

the 15th congress of the country’s 
ruling Communist Party; second, a 
meeting of the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank in Hong 
Kong. 

The Party Congress unanimously 
adopted measures proposed by its 
leader, Jiang Zemin, including one to 
make state firms more efficient by using 
market mechanisms - potentialy entail- 
ing a shake-out of tens of millions of 
workers. At the same time, Western 
models of democracy were ruled out, 
and the Party pledged to maintain 
exclusive control of the media in order 
to’resist erosion through decadent 
ideas and cultures’. The IMF and 
World Bank expressed satisfaction with 
the results of the 15th Congress while 
urging that economic reforms and 
involvement with the world market be 
taken further. 

On the political front - according to 
a leading World Bank official present- 
ing that organisation’s report on China 
- ‘the Chinese Communist Party has 
clearly acted as an important force for 
unity and reform over the past twenty 
years and that will continue’. The 
World Bank predicts glorious prospects 
for China, ‘superpower of the 2\st 
Century’ if it resolutely continues on 
the capitalist road. 

Such predictions are politically 
motivated hype. The World Bank exists 
to promote the global agenda of the 


established dominant nations (the 
United States foremost among them) 
and has no interest in fostering serious 
competition. Part of the Bank’s job is 
to concoct impressive statistical fairy 
tales to convince people that its free 
market medicine will work if they take 
it in sufficiently massive doses. 

The fact is that, while it did indeed 
record an impressive average 8 percent 
per annum growth rate between 1978 
and 1995, China remains extremely 
poor. According to one estimate China 
had a per capita GNP of $490 in 1993 
compared to Japan’s $31,450. The 
overall size of the Chinese economy is 
five times smaller than that of Japan, 
despite a population some ten times 
larger. 

Moreover, growth produced by free 
market methods has brought with it all 
the usual problems. Inequality and 
poverty have grown alarmingly. While 
China has become the world’s leading 
purchaser of Mercedes Benz cars, hun- 
dreds of Communist Party officials are 
prosecuted each year for corruption, 
with scandals touching family 
members of Chinese leaders including 
that of Jiang Zemin’s predecessor, 


Deng Xiaoping. 
On the other hand, the 
International Labour Organisation 


(ILO) estimates real urban unemploy- 
ment at 17 to 20 percent, with many 
tens of millions more people without 
work in the countryside. China has 
become an importer of food, as scarce 


agricultural land is build over for golf 
courses, roads and shopping malls. 
Cities are polluted, resulting in a heavy 
toll of deaths from bronchitis, as cars 
begin to push aside bicycles. 

Social conflict is rising. Twice as 
many labour disputes were recorded in 
1995 compared to the previous year, 
with the increase coming mainly in the 
state sector - target of the new eco- 
nomic reforms. In the model special 
economic zones in southern China, 
where foreign companies employ 
labour at highly competitive low wages 
(around £20 to £35 a month), workers 
are at the absolute mercy of their 
employers; effective worker action is 
repressed, and large-scale industrial 
accidents commonplace. 

Besides social inequality, there is 
also growing regional inequality which, 
added to unresolved national questions 
in Tibet and the Muslim West, may 
jeopardise the unity of the country. 

In short: China has all the problems 
of the other Asian Tiger economies 
whose recent crisis has exposed both 
the mythical nature of their ‘capitalist 
miracle’ and the appalling social and 
environmental costs of the growth 
model they have pursued. 

On top of all that, China has a specif- 
ic problem from a capitalist point of view: 
no one really knows who owns anything! 
The means of production are legally 
public property and land is either state or 
collectively owned; who gets what if 
private property is reintroduced can, 


therefore, only be decided by force. All of 
this suggests turbulence on the horizon. 
The Chinese leadership likes to claim that 
the market reforms are the ‘primary stage 
of socialism’ and part of a cunning plan - 
but in fact they set off down this path 
after the failure of Maoist mass mobiliza- 
tion policies sunk in the mid-1970s. 

Since then, the ruling group has 
constantly drifted further towards cap- 
italism and integration into the world 
market and become personally more 
deeply implicated in its working. It 
would be unwise to expect them to leap 
free with one bound from the embrace 
of such powerful social forces. On the 
other hand, rising worker resistance 
may spark a revival of criticism of cap- 
italism within Chinese society. 

For the time being, the dominant 
world powers - in particular the United 
States - are pursuing a policy of ‘con- 
structive engagement’ with China, sealed 
recently by a visit by Jiang Zemin and seen 
by one top US policy analyst as ‘opening 
a future of joint benefits’. An unstable 
China would give scope to Japan to 
pursue a more independent policy, some- 
thing the US is determined to prevent. 

However, if it became clear that the 
Communist Party was losing political 
control in China, new and more dan- 
gerous avenues would be explored, 
threatening peace in a region which, 
from the Second World War through 
Korea to Vietnam, has been a key 
arena of the United States struggle to 
attain and maintain world domination. 


return of Hong Kong to China 
was a ‘shattering blow’ to the capitalist 
economic order. This view finds no 
echo in any of the press closely con- 
nected to business. In Britain, The 
Economist, for example, dealt with the 
handover in a low-key way. Far from 
receiving a shattering blow, capitalists 
seemed relieved to find relations with 
China meant business as usua!! 

But more worrying to me is char- 
acter assassination of the Chinese gov- 
ernment’s opponents: to describe the 
democracy movement as ‘fraudulent’ 
and the events of Tianenmen Square 
merely as an attack on Socialism by 
CIA-supported demonstrators is an 
example of distortion that has hin- 
dered the development of democratic 
Socialism for many years, where any 
demand for democracy is portrayed as 
an attack on Socialism. Democracy 
and Socialism are inextricably bound 
together; workers as the majority class 
in society can only control their own 
state through democratic means. Any 
form of tyranny means a return to rule 
over the working class - not Socialism. 
To believe that an accommodation 
between China and global capitalism 
is just a cunning trick devised by clever 
Socialist politicians is a positively dan- 
gerous flight of fancy. Socialists 
should look forward to a world free of 
capital where workers have control of 
society; organising and building that 
control requires democracy. 


Chris Jones 


Liberation Organisation’s military chief in his 
villa in the Tunisian capital in 1988. 


The deal the Israelis were forced into in order 
to qet their spies back was the release of the 


Obeid and Mustafa al-Dirani, who were seized 
in Israeli commando raids inside Lebanon, are 
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- ‘the Chinese Communist Party has 
clearly acted as an important force for 
unity and reform over the past twenty 
years and that will continue’. The 
World Bank predicts glorious prospects 
for China, ‘superpower of the 2Ist 
Century’ if it resolutely continues on 
the capitalist road. 

Such predictions are politically 
motivated hype. The World Bank exists 
to promote the global agenda of the 
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prosecuted each year for corruption, 
with scandals touching family 
members of Chinese leaders including 
that of Jiang Zemin’s predecessor, 
Deng Xiaoping. 

On the other’ hand, the 
International Labour Organisation 
(ILO) estimates real urban unemploy- 
ment at 17 to 20 percent, with many 
tens of millions more people without 
work in the countryside. China has 
become an importer of food, as scarce 
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whose recent crisis has exposed both 
the mythical nature of their ‘capitalist 
miracle’ and the appalling social and 
environmental costs of the growth 
model they have pursued. 

On top of all that, China has a specif- 
ic problem from a capitalist point of view: 
no one really knows who owns anything! 
The means of production are legally 
public property and land is either state or 
collectively owned; who gets what if 
private property is reintroduced can, 


China would give scope to Japan to 
pursue a more independent policy, some- 
thing the US is determined to prevent. 
However, if it became clear that the 
Communist Party was losing political 
control in China, new and more dan- 
gerous avenues would be explored, 
threatening peace in a region which, 
from the Second World War through 
Korea to Vietnam, has been a key 
arena of the United States struggle to 
attain and maintain world domination. 
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over the working class - not Socialism. 
To believe that an accommodation 
between China and global capitalism 
is just a cunning trick devised by clever 
Socialist politicians is a positively dan- 
gerous flight of fancy. Socialists 
should look forward to a world free of 
capital where workers have control of 
society; organising and building that 
control requires democracy. 


Chris Jones 
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WESTERN powers have their list of ‘rogue 
states’, against which they maintain sanctions 
of various sorts and which are regularly 

. demonised in the press - Cuba, Iraq, Iran, 
Libya and North Korea, for instance. State 
terrorism and human rights violations are the 
blanket justifications, though most people 
have long since forgotten much of the detail 
of what it is those states are supposed to 
have done. 


Increasingly obviously excluded from this list 
is Israel under the leadership of Binjamin 
Netanyahu. The list of Mossad (Israel’s secret 
service) assassinations abroad is of course 
long, and pre-dates Mr. Netanyahu: remem- 
ber the murder of Abu Jihad, the Palestine 
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Liberation Organisation’s military chief in his 
villa in the Tunisian capital in 1988. 


The latest incident of Israeli state terrorism 
took place on September 25 in the Jordanian 
capital of Amman, when Mossad agents tried 
to assassinate Kaled Meshal, a leader of the 
Palestinian group Hamas. Posing as Canadian 
tourists, the assassins bumped into Meshal 
and sprayed or injected him with a toxin 
poison. Meshal’s bodyguard, who has since 
been decorated for bravery, wrestled with the 
would-be killers and then pursued them 
through Amman. They changed cars, but he 
still got some of them. In the custody of 
Jordanian police with their false Canadian 
passports they did not, however, want help 
from the Canadian embassy. Their accomplices 
meanwhile took refuge in the Israeli embassy. 


The debacle ended with the embarrassing 
expulsion of the entire Mossad staff from 
Jordan. Meshal’s life was reportedly saved by 
the intervention of King Hussein of Jordan who 
demanded from the United States that the 
Israelis hand over the antidote to the mysterious 
poison which came so close to killing Meshal 
and which had baffled the doctors treating him. 


The deal the Israelis were forced into in order 
to get their spies back was the release of the 
spiritual leader of Hamas, Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin, and his triumphant return to his home 
in Gaza. Yassin, old and very frail, was impris- 
oned for life in 1989, accused of inciting his 
followers to murder Israelis. Yassin believes 
there should be a Muslim state of Palestine in 
which Jews could live as a tolerated minority. 
Mr. Netanyahu, on the other hand, has dis- 
tanced himself from the agreement with the 
Palestinians signed by Yitzak Rabin and has 
pursued a policy of expanding the borders of 
Jewish Jerusalem and appeasing the right- 
wing fundamentalist settlers. 


But the Meshal incident and the refusal to 
contribute to the peace process are just the 
tip of an iceberg of injustice. 


For instance, the case of Mordechai Vannunu - 
abducted 10 years ago and still in solitary con- 
finement for disclosing Israeli nuclear secrets 
which are now common knowledge - remains 
a scandal which will not go away. And 21 
Lebanese have been imprisoned inside Israel 
for years without charge or trial. They include 
two well-known figures, Sheikh Abd al-Karim 


Obeid and Mustafa al-Dirani, who were seized 
in Israeli commando raids inside Lebanon, are 
held in secret locations and denied virtually all 
contact with the outside world, including the 
Red Cross, according to a recent Human 
Rights Watch report. These Lebanese are 
among an estimated 120 security prisoners 
and detainees from Arab countries held in 
Israeli prisons. Another 150 people are held in 
the notorious Khiyam detention centre n the 
part of South Lebanon occupied by Israel. 


Among the saddest cases sketchily reported 
are those of women political prisoners such 
as Suha Mara (aged 16), Suna Gha’l (27, and 
mother of a three-year old boy) and Naha El 
Aygq (19). Despite the release of the majority 
of women political prisoners last February, 
these three are held in a cell in Neve Torza 
prison. A fourth woman, held separately in the 
same prison, is Nadia El-Hadad, the mother 
of four children. One woman is in prison in 
Jerusalem, and three are under house arrest. 


(Details of these cases can be obtained from 
the Women’s Organisation for Political 
Prisoners, PRO. BOX 31811, Tel Aviv, Israel) 
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| WAS READY to travel to Turkey on 
the Musa Anter Peace Train, set to 
leave Brussels on 26 August to publi- 
cise the call for a peaceful, political 
settlement of the war in Kurdistan, and 
join an international Anti-War Day rally 
in Diyarbakir on 1 September. 


However, the Turkish government went 
into overdrive, dubbing our project the 
‘terror train’ and lobbying European 
governments to obstruct its passage. 
What went on in the corridors of 
power we may never know, but, fol- 
lowing an announcement by Yugoslav 
state railways that the train would not 
be allowed passage, the German gov- 
ernment declared it would not pass 
the Belgian border, and the German 
railway company cancelled the con- 


by ALAN BROOKE 


Land Rover and a Turkish firm, Otokar, 
was photographed at Urfa, where our 
convoy was detained for two hours in 
the police special forces HQ com- 
pound. At Siverek, only 50 miles from 
our destination, our convoy was halted 
and forced to turn back by dozens of 
troops and a roadblock of two United 
States-supplied M-113 APCs. 


The hostility of the Turkish state to any 
call for peace was dramatically 
demonstrated by its reaction to the 
Peace Train initiative. Our convoy was 
subject to police harrassment on the 
way back to Istanbul and in the city 
itself, where a press conference was 
attacked by riot police. Over 40 
convoy members in total were arrest- 
ed. 


Capitalism on the rocks? 
ROYSTON BULL looks at ‘the markets’ and warns of 


ILL there be total ‘meltdown’ 

in shares and currencies? 

With the ups and downs of 
the last few weeks it remains impossible 
to predict in detail what happens next - 
but events increasingly underline one 
stark message: things are very rocky. 

They’re so rocky that international 
capitalist supremo George Soros, called 
‘the man who moves markets’, has pre- 
dicted that these markets are so unstable 
they could “destroy society’. 

The exact time, place, depth and 
character of what would qualify as a 
‘general’ crash of the capitalist system is 
as yet unknown - but the panic of the 
fluctuations, the ups and downs, tells the 
whole story. The essence of capitalism is 
market anarchy and ruthless cut-throat 
competition. These destructive forces are 
potentially uncontrollable - those who 
work the system know it, which is why in 
times like the present they panic. 


spoke recently at an SLP London Region educational 


There’s a myth, among many that 
we're fed, that, studying the past, ‘maybe 
capitalism has learned how to curb its 
crises’. The whole of ‘free world’ ideology 
is dependent on this fiction. 

But, once anyone admits that nations 
could return to the relentless trade-war 
conflicts of the 1930s (during the 
Depression) or, earlier, the 1910-1914 
rivalry for colonial markets and supply 
lines - then one admits that the butchering, 
slaughter and terrifying nationalism and 
fascism of the First and Second World 
Wars could happen again. 

Such an admission could change the 
world’s view of the relative ‘merits’ of 
capitalism’s consumerist, glitzy, free 
market system versus the slow steady 
progress of planned Socialist economies. 

We should take stock of what is going 
on around us: for instance, 18 months ago 
Mexico faced total collapse due in great part 
to ‘easy’ capitalist credit sloshing round the 


meeting; Socialist Labour members from across London 


heard Andy describe Rifondazione’s political perspective. 


He outlined the complex 


Rifondazione’s critical support for the Blairite ‘Olive Tree’ 


coalition government of Romano Prodi, 


tactics 


involved in 


more crises ahead 


world’s markets. Mexico was ‘rescued’ by 
still more Western and International 
Monetary Fund credit support! 

Now southeast Asia is drowning in a 
flood of unstable easy-credit, speculative 
investment - increasingly deemed to be 
catastrophic. Will the ‘tiger economies’ 
also be rescued by a new inrush of 
Western and IMF credit support? 

Every such rescue builds up a 
growing tidal wave of footlose, unstable, 
speculative credit, which rushes in and 
out of one market after another. 

Speculative investment for profit - a 
cornerstone of capitalism - first makes 
the great ‘free world’ what it is, and then 
destroys it. The ‘good-times’ boom spiral 
(one successful investment leading to the 
next) eventually becomes the vicious 
slump spiral, with one bankruptcy col- 
lapse after another. 

Only working class power can put an 
end to this out-of-date nonsense. 


Lively time for PRC 


NDY VITALE, British delegate to the European 
Federation of members of Italy’s PRC/Rifondazione, 


will not apply to blue-collar, industrial workers; pensions 
payouts will be calculated on approximation of final salary, 
and the working week is to be cut to 35 hours by 2001.) 
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SLP Huddersfield’s Alan Brooke in Turkey on the Kurdistan 
peace convoy, halted at Siverek by troops and US-supplied 
armed personnel carriers. 


tract for the chartered train. As 
Germany is one of Turkey’s main arms 
suppliers, and a contender for a huge 
military contract (the Main Battle Tank 
contract) there is a suspicion that 
commercial considerations may have 
played a part in this decision. 


Despite these obstacles, the initiative 
went ahead as delegates including 
Socialists from Sweden, Spain, Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, Hungary and 
Britain flew to Istanbul, and our ‘train’ 
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Meanwhile, in Ankara, Turkish and 
foreign arms companies were busy 
with preparations for IDEF ‘97, 
Turkey’s main weapons exhibition - 
eager for a slice of the $150 billion 
the Turkish armed forces proposes 
to spend on its ‘modernisation’ pro- 
gramme over the next three 
decades. 


The Peace Train was an historic 

display of international solidarity with 
the Kurds - and it demonstrated how 
the anerav of overseas etruqaales can 
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capitalist supremo George Soros, called 
‘the man who moves markets’, has pre- 
dicted that these markets are so unstable 
they could “destroy society’. 

The exact time, place, depth and 
character of what would qualify as a 
‘general’ crash of the capitalist system is 
as yet unknown - but the panic of the 
fluctuations, the ups and downs, tells the 
whole story. The essence of capitalism is 
market anarchy and ruthless cut-throat 
competition. These destructive forces are 
potentially uncontrollable - those who 
work the system know it, which is why in 
times like the present they panic. 
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Depression) or, earlier, the 1910-1914 
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rivalry for colonial markets and supply 
lines - then one admits that the butchering, 
slaughter and terrifying nationalism and 
fascism of the First and Second World 
Wars could happen again. 

Such an admission could change the 
world’s view of the relative ‘merits’ of 
capitalism’s consumerist, glitzy, free 
market system versus the slow steady 
progress of planned Socialist economies. 

We should take stock of what is going 
on around us: for instance, 18 months ago 
Mexico faced total collapse due in great part 
to ‘easy’ capitalist credit sloshing round the 
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Western and IMF credit support? 
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Every such rescue builds up a 
growing tidal wave of footlose, unstable, 
speculative credit, which rushes in and 
out of one market after another. 

Speculative investment for profit - a 
cornerstone of capitalism - first makes 
the great ‘free world’ what it is, and then 
destroys it. The ‘good-times’ boom spiral 
(one successful investment leading to the 
next) eventually becomes the vicious 
slump spiral, with one bankruptcy col- 
lapse after another. 

Only working class power can put an 
end to this out-of-date nonsense. 


Lively time for PRC 


NDY VITALE, British delegate to the European 
Federation of members of Italy’s PRC/Rifondazione, 
spoke recently at an SLP London Region educational 


meeting; Socialist Labour members from across London 

heard Andy describe Rifondazione’s political perspective. 
He outlined the 

Rifondazione’s critical support for the Blairite ‘Olive Tree’ 


complex tactics involved in 
coalition government of Romano Prodi, 

Hitherto, Rifondazione has successfully defended Italy’s 
favourable pension arrangements as the price of its contin- 
ued support for the ‘Olive Tree’ coalition - and is committed 
to the idea that any economic ‘adjustments’ in Italy (to fit in 
with European Monetary Union) must not be at the expense 
of welfare. Rifondazione fears, however, that there is a real 
danger of a very right-wing government moving in were the 
Prodi coalition to fall. This means that Rifondazione’s 
approach has to be ‘sensitive’. 

A lively discussion with a useful exchange of views, fol- 
lowed Andy’s contribution; SLP members knew that 
Rifondazione had been the only Italian party to oppose the 
recent movement of Italian troops into Albania, and that its 
defence of Italy’s welfare provision had helped create a new 
resistance to the ‘market’ offensive across Europe - with a 
very positive result especially in France. However, several 
SLP comrades wondered if the PRC had not become the 
‘hostage’ of the Prodi government, a concern fuelled by 
more recent events. (see paragraph below) 

Summing up the discussion, Andy Vitale argued that 
after the collapse of communism in many countries, a new 
idea of Socialist society has to be found: ideas and visions 


will not apply to blue-collar, industrial workers; pensions 
payouts will be calculated on approximation of final salary, 
and the working week is to be cut to 35 hours by 2001.) 
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and service by the people. 
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SLP Huddersfield’s Alan Brooke in Turkey on the Kurdistan 


peace convoy, halted at Siverek by troops and US-supplied 


armed personnel carriers. 


tract for the chartered train. As 
Germany is one of Turkey’s main arms 
suppliers, and a contender for a huge 
military contract (the Main Battle Tank 
contract) there is a suspicion that 
commercial considerations may have 
played a part in this decision. 


Despite these obstacles, the initiative 
went ahead as delegates including 
Socialists from Sweden, Spain, Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, Hungary and 
Britain flew to Istanbul, and our ‘train’ 
became a convoy of buses: a convoy 
that would be stopped several times 
by large forces of police and 
Jandarma (Turkey’s internal security 
force). The armoured vehicles 
deployed in these operations graphi- 
cally illustrated how NATO country- 
supplied weapons are used not only 
for Turkish internal repression but, in 
this case, to literally obstruct the 
peace process. 


The German-supplied BTR-60 
armoured personnel carrier (APC) was 
in evidence, as was the ubiquitous 
British-made Shorland, based on the 
Land Rover. The new Akrep (Scorpion) 
armoured vehicle, jointly produced by 


Meanwhile, in Ankara, Turkish and 
foreign arms companies were busy 
with preparations for IDEF ‘97, 
Turkey’s main weapons exhibition - 
eager for a slice of the $150 billion 
the Turkish armed forces proposes 
to spend on its ‘modernisation’ pro- 
gramme over the next three 
decades. 


The Peace Train was an historic 
display of international solidarity with 
the Kurds - and it demonstrated how 
the energy of overseas struggles can 
help vitalise those at home. In Britain, 
the Campaign Against the Arms Trade 
was inspired to put on its own mini- 
version from London to Farnborough 
to demonstrate against the 
Farnborough arms fair which was 
attended by assorted militarists - 
including representatives of the 
Turkish armed forces. Hundreds of 
Kurds turned out, making it the largest 
Farnborough protest yet, and many of 
them were among the more than 60 
people arrested. The work of the 
Peace Train continues in ensuring that 
their subsequent trial becomes an 
indictment of Britain’s arms trade with 
Turkey and other fascistic regimes. 
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heard Andy describe Rifondazione’s political perspective. 
He outlined the 
Rifondazione’s critical support for the Blairite ‘Olive Tree’ 


complex tactics involved in 
coalition government of Romano Prodi, 

Hitherto, Rifondazione has successfully defended Italy’s 
favourable pension arrangements as the price of its contin- 
ued support for the ‘Olive Tree’ coalition - and is committed 
to the idea that any economic ‘adjustments’ in Italy (to fit in 
with European Monetary Union) must not be at the expense 
of welfare. Rifondazione fears, however, that there is a real 
danger of a very right-wing government moving in were the 
Prodi coalition to fall. This means that Rifondazione’s 
approach has to be ‘sensitive’. 

A lively discussion with a useful exchange of views, fol- 
lowed Andy’s contribution; SLP members knew that 
Rifondazione had been the only Italian party to oppose the 
recent movement of Italian troops into Albania, and that its 
defence of Italy’s welfare provision had helped create a new 
resistance to the ‘market’ offensive across Europe - with a 
very positive result especially in France. However, several 
SLP comrades wondered if the PRC had not become the 
‘hostage’ of the Prodi government, a concern fuelled by 
more recent events. (see paragraph below) 

Summing up the discussion, Andy Vitale argued that 
after the collapse of communism in many countries, a new 
idea of Socialist society has to be found; ideas and visions 
will differ from country to country. He did not believe, for 
instance, that Italy had the same poverty levels as Brtiain, 
and that had to be reflected in what sort of ‘way forward’ is 
offered both here and there. He also pointed out that Britain 
is a ‘semidictatorship’ compared with the proportional rep- 
resentation system that represents all sections of Italian 
society - and that, too, must be defended in the Italian gov- 
ernment today. 

London region SLP plans more such discussions for 
Party members in the coming months. Watch this space. 


Brian Heron 


(ONLY DAYS after this meeting, the Italian government 
was in turmoil, with Rifondazione fighting against 
‘reforms’ sought by the Prodi regime in order to join the 
single currency in 1999. Even capitalist press reports of 
this battle acknowledge that pensions reform proposals 
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Let’s put our 


SUPPORTING THE MAGNET WORKERS - UPDATE 


The Magnet Strike Committee reports that activity from support- 
ers is increasing. Leafleting Magnet retail outlets has had a real 
impact on the sale of Magnet Kitchens, and is causing concern to 


the company. The national trade unions with members involved in 
the Magnet dispute have now agreed to organise days of action 
outside Magnet retail stores. For more information, please contact 
your nearest regional TGWU, GMB, UCATT or AEEU office, or the 
Magnet Strike Committee on (Telephone/Fax) 01324-282389. 


faith in action 


EW LABOUR’s 1997 Conference (its first in 
NE Government for 19 years) abandoned rena- 
tionalisation of the railways, the return of 
Railtrack to public ownership and control - and cleared 
the way for privatising the London Underground. 
This means that any meaningful integrated trans- 
port policy is now impossible. The chaos of the pri- 
vatised bus and rail industry will continue, while 
another 15,000 or more workers on London 
Underground face wholesale deterioration in condi- 
tions and major redundancies. 
As the media reported over the summer, the car 
will remain at the heart of transport ‘policy’. 
Greenhouse gases will continue to build up, as one 


after another of the maior road schemes initially nut 


by SLP Vice-President PAT SIKORSKI 


had departed early to Brighton for the New Labour 
Conference. (Incidentally, there was media blackout 
of both lobbies, in stark contrast to the stream of 
published Millbank ‘leaks’ outlining New Labour’s 
plans for privatising the Tube.) 

The workers’ decision to strike changed the picture 
and, for now, the Government has pulled back on 
selling Acton Works. 

Railway workers organised by the RMT can no 
longer continue to accept pouring money into the 
political party which the old NUR helped found, or 
continue to sponsor 13 Members of Parliament in a 
Government that is going to throw 15,000 more rail 
workers to the tender mercies of companies like 
Railtrack, Virgin Trains, Stagecoach, National 


EW LABOUR’s 1997 Conference (its first in 

Government for 19 years) abandoned rena- 

tionalisation of the railways, the return of 
Railtrack to public ownership and control - and cleared 
the way for privatising the London Underground. 

This means that any meaningful integrated trans- 
port policy is now impossible. The chaos of the pri- 
vatised bus and rail industry will continue, while 
another 15,000 or more workers on London 
Underground face wholesale deterioration in condi- 
tions and major redundancies. 

As the media reported over the summer, the car 
will remain at the heart of transport ‘policy’. 
Greenhouse gases will continue to build up, as one 
after another of the major road schemes initially put 
‘on hold’ is given the go-ahead. 

_ Only a few months ago, the (RMT-sponsored) 
Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott approved a 27- 
mile private toll road - the Birmingham northern 
relief motorway - which will cost £370 million. 

And trade union leadership response? At New 
Labour’s Conference, the RMT and TSSA delegations 
remitted their composite resolution on public owner- 
ship and transport policy in face of the usual bluff and 
bluster from Tony Blair’s ‘pet bulldog’. This was bad 
enough, but the situation degenerated into sycophantic 
farce when a UNISON delegate announced complete 
reversal of her union’s previous position “because we 
place our faith and trust in John Prescott”. 

Yet this is the man who in a seamless transition 
from Tory to New Labour strategy has already 
authorised the privatisation of Track Renewal work 


EW LABOUR Councillors in London’s 
Southwark beat a hasty retreat last month as 
over 500 council workers besieged a Town Hall 
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faith in action 


my SLP Vice-President PAT SIKORSKI 


RMT members lobbying the Department of Transport and Environment: a decision 
to strike on London Underground’s Acton Works forced the Government to step 
back from a sell off. In the picture: Pat Sikorski (third from right), with SLP NEC 
member (and Assistant RMT General Secretary) Bob Crow (second from left). 
(photo: Pat Walsh) 


on the Jubilee and East London Tube lines, and 
plans to ‘give away’ the rest of Track Renewals on the 
Tube to New Labour’s business ‘friends’ by next 
March. 

The response of RMT members at London 
Underground’s Acton Works was to put their faith in 
collective organisation, with a successful ballot for 
industrial action in defence of their jobs and condi- 


UNISON members had already voted to ballot 
for strike action, with the Transport and General 
Workers) promising similar action. Although the 
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tions. They didn’t trust Prescott, who had apparently 
‘given the nod’ to the sale of the Acton Works to a 
firm called Adtranz. 

Prior to their ballot, the Acton workers mounted 
two large and noisy lobbies of the Department of 
Transport and Environment, demanding to speak to 
Prescott - but on the first occasion he was at Mother 
Theresa’s funeral in Calcutta, and on the second, he 


had departed early to Brighton for the New Labour 
Conference. (Incidentally, there was media blackout 
of both lobbies, in stark contrast to the stream of 
published Millbank ‘leaks’ outlining New Labour’s 
plans for privatising the Tube.) 

The workers’ decision to strike changed the picture 
and, for now, the Government has pulled back on 
selling Acton Works. 

Railway workers organised by the RMT can no 
longer continue to accept pouring money into the 
political party which the old NUR helped found, or 
continue to sponsor 13 Members of Parliament in a 
Government that is going to throw 15,000 more rail 
workers to the tender mercies of companies like 
Railtrack, Virgin Trains, Stagecoach, National 
Express, Amec, ABB, Adtranz, or French conglom- 
erate Compagnie Generale des Eaux. 

In any case, due to New Labour’s constitutional 
changes, the RMT will never again be able to put a 
resolution from its own democratic annual ‘parlia- 
ment’ of railway workers - its AGM - in defence of a 
publically-owned railway direct to a New Labour 
conference. 

In consciously disenfranchising organised 
workers, New Labour is unmooring itself from the 
class which created it. But disaffiliation from it must 
not be allowed to lead to United States-style buying 
and selling of favours from whichever party is in 
power, or in the more likely direction of moves to 
abstain from political funding of any sort. 

The need of workers for an independent political 
voice - a Socialist party - remains. 


Hillingdon: fight carries on 
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At a lunch-time rally, 


was cheered by the 


As the media reported over the summer, the car 
will remain at the heart of transport ‘policy’. 
Greenhouse gases will continue to build up, as one 
after another of the major road schemes initially put 
‘on hold’ is given the go-ahead. 

_ Only a few months ago, the (RMT-sponsored) 
Deputy Prime Minister, John Prescott approved a 27- 
mile private toll road - the Birmingham northern 
relief motorway - which will cost £370 million. 

And trade union leadership response? At New 
Labour’s Conference, the RMT and TSSA delegations 
remitted their composite resolution on public owner- 
ship and transport policy in face of the usual bluff and 
bluster from Tony Blair’s ‘pet bulldog’. This was bad 
enough, but the situation degenerated into sycophantic 
farce when a UNISON delegate announced complete 
reversal of her union’s previous position “because we 
place our faith and trust in John Prescott”. 

Yet this is the man who in a seamless transition 
from Tory to New Labour strategy has already 
authorised the privatisation of Track Renewal work 


RMT members lobbying the Department of Transport and Environment: a decision 


to strike on London Underground’s Acton Works forced the Government to step 
back from a sell off. In the picture: Pat Sikorski (third from right), with SLP NEC 
member (and Assistant RMT General Secretary) Bob Crow (second from left). 


on the Jubilee and East London Tube lines, and 
plans to ‘give away’ the rest of Track Renewals on the 
Tube to New Labour’s business ‘friends’ by next 
March. 

The response of RMT members at London 
Underground’s Acton Works was to put their faith in 
collective organisation, with a successful ballot for 
industrial action in defence of their jobs and condi- 
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EW LABOUR Councillors in London’s 
Southwark beat a hasty retreat last month as 
over 500 council workers besieged a Town Hall 
meeting in an angry protest against proposed wage- 
cuts. The threatened cuts followed a Council decision 
to impose a new job evaluation scheme on its work- 
force. It would mean large numbers of staff facing a 
five-year pay freeze: the low-paid, many of whom are 
women and black workers would be the worst affected. 
What is happening in Southwark today will 
spread to other areas, as New Labour Councils make 
their workers pay the price for Tony Blair’s capitalist 
programme. Southwark is already threatening to 
smash local collective bargaining machinery in an 
attempt to neutralise trade union opposition. It has 
also volunteered to pilot New Labour’s ‘Best Value’ 
policy which is, in reality, simply an extension of the 
Tories’ privatisation fetish. 


UNISON members had already voted to ballot 
for strike action, with the Transport and General 
Workers) promising similar action. Although the 
Council appears to have backed down, there are 
fears that there will be a new attempt to slash wages 
after the May elections. UNISON, which represents 
nearly 4,000 Southwark workers, has made it clear 
that its members will strike to defend their liveli- 
hoods. 

(Not all Council employees would do badly out 
of the scheme. Under the same arrangements, Chief 
Officers have seen their wages soar, whilst the 
Council’s Chief Executive’s salary has increased by 
50 percent in three years; he is now believed to earn 
a staggering £122,000, although the Council refuses 
to disclose the figure - which might be even higher.) 


John Mulrenan 


(photo: Pat Walsh) 


tions. They didn’t trust Prescott, who had apparently 
‘given the nod’ to the sale of the Acton Works to a 
firm called Adtranz. 

Prior to their ballot, the Acton workers mounted 
two large and noisy lobbies of the Department of 
Transport and Environment, demanding to speak to 
Prescott - but on the first occasion he was at Mother 
Theresa’s funeral in Calcutta, and on the second, he 


continue to sponsor 13 Members of Parliament in a 
Government that is going to throw 15,000 more rail 
workers to the tender mercies of companies like 
Railtrack, Virgin Trains, Stagecoach, National 
Express, Amec, ABB, Adtranz, or French conglom- 
erate Compagnie Generale des Eaux. 

In any case, due to New Labour’s constitutional 
changes, the RMT will never again be able to put a 
resolution from its own democratic annual “parlia- 
ment’ of railway workers - its AGM - in defence of a 
publically-owned railway direct to a New Labour 
conference. 

In consciously disenfranchising organised 
workers, New Labour is unmooring itself from the 
class which created it. But disaffiliation from it must 
not be allowed to lead to United States-style buying 
and selling of favours from whichever party is in 
power, or in the more likely direction of moves to 
abstain from political funding of any sort. 

The need of workers for an independent political 
voice - a Socialist party - remains. 


Hillingdon: fight carries on 


HE SECOND ANNIVERSARY of the 
Hillingdon Hospital cleaners and catering 
workers’ strike was marked by a day’s action that 
began at dawn with a mass picket outside Hillington 
Hospital, followed by a lively march through Uxbridge. 


SLP 
General Secretary Arthur Scargill 
was cheered by the 1,000-strong 


At a lunch-time rally, 


crowd when he called for industrial 
action to get the Hillingdon workers 
their jobs back. The strikers, who 
have been abandoned by the leader- 
ship of their trade union, UNISON, 
face serious financial hardship. 
Hassan, an SLP member and activist 
in the Hillingdon Strikers’ Support 
Campaign, said: “SLP members, 
especially those in London, should be encouraged to 
support the strikers. To me, supporting the working 
class is meaningless ‘unless you support the 
Hillingdon workers”. 


Gary Henson 


